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Outline of lroposed Nww Rules for the

Booker fiction Prize.

The object of the new design is to aim at an arrangement
whereby the piblication of the winning novel, and the first
announcement that it is the winner, should coincide as far as is
practical, preferably to take place within two to four weeks of
each other at the most.

As the autumn is the main publishing season it is therefore

‘;L proposed to make the Booker Prize an autumn prize, and the general
h“ SL'J' i intention is to announciZthe winner before 15th November at the
b,J H' 6“ “"J latest.
This plan will first come into operation in 1971. It will
: not result in a year being missed, since a Booker Prize was awarded
. in the spring of 1970.

To this end publishers are acsked to take note please
of the new system of dates for submission of titles :

1) The Prize will be awarded to a novel published between
1st September and 15th November of the year in question, but please
see 2) below.

2) Since the prize i$ intended effecti vely to embrace
the whole publishing year (taken m® for this purpose as being
1st January to 15th liovember) any member of the panel of judges
will be free to call in for consideration any novel published
between 1st January and £ 31st August. In the event that such
a novel is called in and wins the prize it is evident that the

. main object of the new arrangement would be frustrated; but Bookers
and the Publishers Association accept this risk, while hoping that
it would not happen very often.

%) The period for submission of titles will be from
1st January to 1st July, thous?.the panel will be willing to
consider a few latecomers in Au:ﬁkt provided notice of such
latecomers is given by publishers in their original submission.

The point of this is that a publisher might have a good and
important book for late October pubhlication for which he still
had no proofs in June.

4) The new system requires that publishers should submit
either proofs or finished books, and six copies of each title will
be needed as before, e lt’h.ul &uﬂja‘; fr - Wk Cayen aJ, i b

5) Publishers who have more than two novels which the?‘“vahL'
believe are capable of winning the prize are requested as before to
limit thir submissions to two titles only, but when submitting them

please to list the other titles and authors they think should be
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Deaxy John,

I am mo sorry I have not sent these rules through to you
before, there have been various hitches — but herewith they are.
I have, as you see, kept within the framework of the previous
rulds, but there are one or two things which worry me slightly.

In la T could not put "entered" for the prize as some
of the bocks which will be considered will not be entered indeed
cannot bé entered but merely claled in by the judges, so 'Bligible" v
seemed the best way round that.

3¢ - I had ne idea what closing date ought to be for judges
calling in books, but as they must know the short-list by 1 Octeober -
it seemed to me that that was the absgolute limit of time allowed
them. Perhaps you feel their closging date should be earlier. It
uged to be 31 December, about a month after submissions stopped.

Another thing that “Wjﬂhtlv worries me is that we make

no mention of when the short-list will be published - we never
have dona, I feel it mighu be a good idea to mention this in 7
the firet pera wihen I say that the prize will be awarded in

November ~ what de you ithink?

4iii ~ it is rll very well fer Tem to say that it weuld
bes much better iL the wiuner was not knewn at the time of the
announcement of LMquqtt ligt, but it ie difficult to see Low
we can give the winning publisher six weske warning to get a repriat
done if neceggary (unu it s6lll may be if the Jjudges pick an already

publighed book) under those circumstances. I have reduced the
period to five weeks, which im cuiting it a hit fine but this >

dees mean it is Just possible to announce the short-list and then
for the judges to get together immedijptely afterwards.

Anyway these are Jjust guide linesz. I hope that this
proves practical — but publishers like everyone else never read
things properly! I never agked you - what happens if we have

; ; : . . 5 -

a situation like last year when the puklishers refuse to mbmit aqp 5 9
a book, presumably that ie that, as it is a condition of awerd W ket
that the publisher agrees to pay £500 etc. hw ‘J&‘L&




I go to Fran¥furt on Tueeday until the
following week, but will be in the ¢ffice c¢n
wont me, I am afraid that I will not be able

I return, but I do

-~

round teo publighers until
urgency is that great.
encugh?

Best wishes,

fours,

Marilyn sdwards

beginning of
Nonday 1if you
to send these

net think the

The beginning of October is soon

the





