1.

There are a great many primes already awarded in this
country for many airferent types of books; first novels,
Promi aing novels, a 1ife's work, noatry, ceneral none
fiction ate, ¥hy, then, is there a need for any more?
Mainly becouse none of the existing British prizes has
camght the imagination of either the public or the
Gommunications wedia to @ sufficient degree to make
$hem meaningful to anyone escapt possibly the recipient
and hie Publigher, and nedther of these ocon rechive much
satlsfaction from euch a state of affairs.

Howaver, cortain nonelritish literary prizes can and

do moke a considerable impact, even in this country. A
glance through most LByitish papers during the week or tvo
Preceding the deecision of the Goncourt panel (for a prize
vorth about LA hbefore devaluation) will evidence the
interest whieh can bhe eroused; mno Paris correspondent
considers his column complete without an assessuent of
the current situation regarding the prige. Similarly,
the winner of the Nobel prize finds that there is an
futomatic ineronse in the demand for his books. The
Nebel prize 18, of courme, worth a considerable sum of
money, and prizes of the sane name ore simultaneously
avarded to outstanding pecple in the scisntific mnd other
fields, Ve believe, however, that the main reason for
the contrast in the treatment of Pritish awards and others
19 the secrecy which shrouds every stage of their profress;’

aven the final sanouncewment of the winner is eften more
furtive then otherwise.

e jltersry Prize?
The first question that any potential sponsor is goling
to ask is why should he support a literary prize rather

than 2 race, a oricket competition or a compoger. Ve
sugpest the following reasons.

Sdgnality Hany sporting events are already sponsered
by concerns outside that fleld, Hany industries and
industrialists are 2lready well<kmown for their patronage
of art and series of concerts, and certain composditions
are already commissioned by industry. Although hooks are
*naturals® for this kind of patronage « display outlets
throughout the country; syapathetioc pre-disposition of
Journaliste, ote, « there is not ot the moment any



indus trial sponsorship whatever (exeept the rdatively

emoll Cuimness Voetry Awoards). Any firm which

inatignted a major literary prize would be tho first in
the fleld « a pioneer without the risks novmally asseociated

with pionsering,.

2. Pregtige Writers have always held a positive degree
of prestige and importance; whiech, unfortunately,
is too oPten not appregiated until freedom of the
indivional is threatened, hie is evidenced by the
prevalence of eonsorship in repressive socioties.
wWe award the 1naa}oo of our writers prominent posditions
in national ewhibitions such as fxpe '67. Britons
have achieved more in this flield than in any other
of the arts. ve hawve produced no Momart or Neethoven,
no Michelangele or Nembrandt, but we have, in Shakespeare,
produced the greatest writer that the world haa ever
known,

Je Publoity The spomsership of a literary prize would
guarmmtee the doner a great deal of wbiiuity and prestige.
The initial asnnouncement would rate news items, and
interviews in diary columns could be arranged without
difficulty at syound the same time. At the actual
time of the prise-giving, and the fortnight or so
proceding this, the build-up could be enormous. Pablishing
is on industry full of people with contacts in strategie
places and, properly planned, these could be used to massive
affect.

he Wby Industry or Commerce? Whon seeking a spousor for

an award, thoughts naturally gravitate tovards an organdzation
which net only has an interest in bwks anyway, but also

great scope for promoting it. Cransda Television, I

and the homson orgponization fall inte this category,

but te be of the greatest possible worth, the award

must be totelly independent of any okisting literary
commactions,

5 Shat sort of prize?l The field of literature is wvast,
but we believe that ne-one would dispute that the new
prize should go to a work of fiction. Not only are
novels more widely read,than any other single category
of book, thus potentially ensuring far greater interest
at all levels, but, as works of creative writing, they
make the finest contrdbution, along with peetyry, &
literature.



Te attract the attention of the more popumlar papers,
which 1e vital 4f any real prestige ie te be establighed
(4n toeyms of pales and news value) for the prime, the

sum of money iavolved should be greater than any of the
existing avards, It should also sound big. Therefore,
£5,000 48 probably the smalleat smount whieh wonld
qualify on both comnts. hie 4ie not 2 lot in terms

of the publicity it could attract, There are already
five awarde of £1,000, four from the Arts Council mmd one
from ¥.H, Smith, ™he terms of reference of the award
ashould be calculated, quite simply, to find the haeast
novel, in the judges' opinion, mablished within a

gpeci Me time 1imit. Frobably 12 or 24 months would

be the moest satdsfactory. Te get the *hest book’, there
should be ne limitation on the age of the suthor, no
consdderation given to whether it is his fivst of tenth
book or to the guality of his previous work or his "promise’.
The ¥el. Smith Award, given for the greatest contribution
to Unglish Literature in the twe years preceding its
donation probahly comes closest to this at the moment.
There should mot, we think, be amy limitation based on
the anthor's nationality, but the book 4n guestion should
have boen firet published in the United Kingdeom and,
idenlly, the world rights should be contrelled by =a
Bydtish publisher or agent since their export value would
o great,

Uow shenld the Awerd be given? 7he reason why no Lrdtish

prize has sueceeded in pgeonerating smy entlhuaeisem either

in the Preas, on the air, or in the country at large is
boeause they are handled with singularly little imagination,
with the exception of the Uuerdien prise, which is limited
by its commoetions. An annouenaent As sent ocut Wl the
Pross that Fred Smith has won the Villiam Shakespeare

priwe for the best first novel of 1967, OVecasionally

the nomes of the Jjudges are included. ihis i not nearly
oenough, T™he public smd the "ress want to know whieh other
nowolists wovre considered for the prize and yhy Fred Smith
setunlly won 4¢. To achieve this, public debate must be
encournped md this memns releasing, at least, the newes

of the six or a0 books short-listed for the prize thus
allowing individual newvepapers to discuss which one they
would give it to amd the publie to disagree (or support
their nomines). Ve mwod to create tension and anticipaticn
suffieiont to comse poople to vait outside the building



whore the finel judging session is in progress, heconse
they can’'t bear to weit a mimate longer than necessayry

to got the nows. ‘The argment often used against

the publication of the names of the suthors involwved

in the last stepos 1as that those who dMn't win 16 will
feel affronted, Pat surely any novelist who know

that he stood with five or six others out of a potential
three or four thousond nomes could only be proud. The
Maardion already uses this device when making ite *flotion
of the month® cholce and does not seem to have raleed any
hacklesl

Britain os @ nation 18 rightly proud of its level of
literacy « there is a great opportunity awed ting somebody
to confer real prestige on moeabers of a prefession that
have made suach & contribution to it,



