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EMBARGOLD UNTIL 01.00 HOURS ON THURSDAY 30 OCTOBER 1975

For the first tiwme since the creation of the Booker Prize in 1968
the shortlist for the Prize i1s down to two books., In previous years
this has ranged from four to six titles,

The winner of the 1975 £5,000 Eooker Prize for Fiction, Eritain's
most valuable literary award, will be chosen from the following:

GOSSIP FROM THZ FORIST Thomas Keneally Collins
HEAT AND DUST Ruth Prawer Jhabvala John Murray

Books by Eritish, Coumonwealth, Blre and South African writers
are submlitted from those published 1 January 1975 to 26 Novewmber 1975.

This year's panel of judges are:

Angus %Wilson (Chairman)
Peter Lckroyd

Sugan Hill

Roy Fuller

The winner will be announced at a celebrity dinner at Claridges,
on 19 Novemwber 1975, when Angus Wwilson, Chalrman and spokesman
for the judges, and himself 2 dlstinguished author, will make

2 major statement on British fiction,

In connection with the publication of the shortlist he has said:

"Entry for the Booker Prize of 1975 was large. Perhaps too large.
For of the 83 books entered the Judges read too many that were not
of the standard set by the decent mass, let alonec of the excellent
few, There were, in compensation, a good number of high competenco
in a wide variety of subject and forms. Two novels stood out; and
of the two the judges finally decilded that one was more aduirable
than the other,
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The two are:

THOMAS KENBEALLY's Gossip from the Forggt. This novel is

original in its form without being seff-consciously 'experiuental',
It tells the story of the peace ncgotiations in a railway
carrisge in the Forest of Compidgne ~t the end of the Flrst World
War. Its surface is the intecrplay of personalitics - of the
victors Foch, Weygand, the Znglish Adwmlrals Wemnys and Hope and

of the defeated irzberger and the other German delegates

rapldly and haphazardly chosen toc takec the turden of surrender
for a ccuntry where authority and crder are in hourly danger

of collapse into anarchy. This interplay 1s frightening,

witty and woving, often all at the saue time. The atuosphere

of claustrophoblc, locked battle, in which strange private

flghts burst through the public war of will, is always of its

own age, yet never written-up history. Beneqth the surface

the author often reaches strangec depths of the oceans of

the human will for power.

RUTH PRAVDER JHLBVAILA's Heat and Tust. This sinplc -seeuming,
short ncvel has many layers, and an assurcé craft of
construction and narration tcéneath its surface ease of
reading. It tells cf two Znglish women: Olivia, 2 uweu-sahibd
of 1923, and¢ ber husboand's granddaughter who visits India todqv
ostensibly in search of the story of 0livia, her grandfather's
first wife. Both 2rc intenscly Inglish, yect ecach dececlded

to stay in Indla thrcugh a pcwer, as it sceus, stronger than
herself. Thelr stcrles are related but not interwcven.

s Jhatvals conveys the feeling of India - its squalor,

i1ts niseries, its beauties, its exciteuents, the enticements
of its paradox, quietly but ~bsolutely. At the last, this

is 2 coo0l, 2t tiwes slaruingly restralned endictient of whot
is lacking in the %West as wuch as 2 critique of what is
present in the sub-continent. "
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BIOGRAPHICAL DETLILS OF SHORTLISTED : UTHORS

GOSSIP FROM THE FOREBST Thouas Keneally

Thouas Kengally was born in 1935 and was ecucated in Sycney.
He tralned for several years for the Catholic priesthcoed

but did not take Orders. Thouas Kenecally is marriced with

two daughters and lives in Sydney, Lustralia,

His earlier work includes L Place at Vhitton (1964),

The Fear (1965), Bring Lorks and Herces (1967) which wen

the Miles Franklin Award for the best Australian novel

cf that year, Three Checrs for the Paracletc (1968) which

was the jolnt winner c¢f the 1970 Captain Cook Litorary Lward,
4 _Dutiful Doughter (1971), The Chent of Jimmie Blacksulth (1972)
which wns on the shortlist for the Bccker Prize, =nd Blocd Red
Sigter Kose (1974)

HE:T LIND DUST Ruth Prawer Jhabvala

Ruth Prower Jhabvala was bern of Pollsh parents in 1927, and cane
to England with her famlly in 1939 2t the age of twelve. She was
cduecated in Ingland and tock her degree (M. &Znglish) at London
University. ©She now lives in Delhi having uarried an Indian
architcct in 1951, They have three daughters.

She has wrltten eight ncvels and three volumes of shert storics.
Her novel, The Hcusehclder, has been filmed, and she cocllabcrated
with the dirccter, Jaues Ivory, in writing a highly successful
filn Shokespeare Walloh. They have a2lsc worked together cn the
filvs, The Guru, Boubay Talkic and sutcbiography of a Princass.
The latter stors Jawes Mascn and will be sheowm 2t the Leadeny
Clnoun, in Lenden, from the cnd cf Neverber.,

Herr>s roccat w rks include: The Heuseholder (1960), Get Ready

for Battle (1962) Like Birds, Like Fishes (1963 o bcok cof short
storles, 4 Backward Floacc (1965), & Stranger Clinate (1068)

and Ln_sxpericnce of Indin (19715 bcth becks of shert steries,
and & _New Deuinicn (1973).
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Judge's Ponel for the 1975 £5,000 Becker Prize for Ficticn
BIOGRLPHIC.L DET.ILS

LANGUS WILSON; auther, was ccducated at Wwestainster Scheol and
went cn tc Merten Cellege, Oxferd. <ifter fcur years in the
foreilgn Office he wns Decputy to the Superintendent cof the
Reading Rccn 2t the British Museum. He beogan tc write in 1946,
Prefesscr cf English Literaturc at the University cof Bast inglic
since 1966 he is the Imuedliate Past Chairman cf the Naticnal
Bock League, an Hencrary PFellow cof Cowell Ccllege, University

of California ot Santa Cruz, a2 lecturcr fecr the Internaticnal
isscclaticn of Professcrs cf English at Lausanne (1959). He

hos since held various lecturcships. L ueulwcef the Coumittice.
of thHe Rcynl Literary Fund and wmewber cf the irts Council (1967-
1969). He began writing in 1946 and his wany written works
incluce ncvels, shert steries and utst reecently plays for
tclevislon, Hls ncst recent novels are: The World of Charles
Dickens (1970) Yorkshire Pest Ecck of the Year, onc &s Lf By Magic
(1973). 1In 1972 hc received the award, Chevalier de 1'Ordre

tes Lrts et des Lettroes.

PETER . CKROYD was bern in Londcen, He gained a Double First in
Inglish Litcrature at Caznbridge University and was a Mellcen Fellew
2t ¥ale University; o trans-ntlantic Fellowship operating betwcen
the two universitics. He has been the Literary Iditcr cof

The Spcetator since 1973 and contributes reviews and articles to
literary Jcurnals and hos uade several radlc broadeasts. His
publishel works include: London Lickpenny (1974), 2 bock of
poetry, =2and 2 critlecal study Zuropean Medernisu, which will

appear latcer this year,

SUSLN HILL, novelist, was born and ecdueated in Scarberough. She
stucled at Kings Ccllege London and after graduation deciced tc
becone a professional writer. She was fcr four years the Literary
Critlic cn the Ccventry Bvenling Tclegraph and haé twc plays procduced
2t the Belgrade Theatre in Ccventry. Her likes are given aos;
musle, the cocuntry and English bulldings. She was awarcecd the
Sonmerset Maughew: Prize (1971) for her novel I _am the King of tho
Castlc, appeared on the 1972 Bocker Prize shortiist with The Pira
cf the Night, goined thce 1973 John Llewelyn Rhys Memoriel Prizc

for The 4lbatross and the 1973 Whitbread LZward for The Eirc of the
Nicht. Her other published werks include The Enclosurc, written
when she was sixtcen, . Eit of Singing and Dancing anc In the
Springtive of the Year (1974).

ROY FULLZR, pcet and author, was bern in Olchau. He tralned as

2 business solicitor and spent five War Years in the Royal Navy.

He wns Professcr of Pcetry at the University of Oxferd from 1968-
1973 and has the Quecens Gclad Medal fer Pogtry, awarcded in 1970.

He 1s Direetor of thc Poctry Ecok Scelety and 2 governcr of the BBG.
Els wany prcfessional pests include: Dirccter of the Weelwich
Equitable Bullding Society and Vice-President cf the Euilding
Socictics Lsscciation, fe was Chalrnan of the Legnl .dviscry Panel
1958-1969, Lucng hls nest recont published works arc: New Pcers
(1969), for which he won the Duff Cceoper Meuorial Prize, Catspaw,
O0ff Ccurse, The Carnal Island, Owls and .rtificers: Oxford Lectures

cn_Pcebry, Scen Grancpa Lately?, Tiny Tears (1973) anc Profossors
and Geds: lost Oxford Lecturcs cn Pcetry (1973).
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