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What is Citizen Journalism? Who is The Sweet Feminist?

Rebecca Bea-Holloway, also known as ‘The Sweet Feminist’ is an online insta-

‘Journalistic acts that are performed by citizens : >0 ¥ ! - s
grammer who’s goal is ‘building community through frosting’. Her profile features

themselves and where professionals have little

or no influence on what gets published’ cakes and cookies with political messages iced on top of them. Many of the issues
(Bakker & Paterson, 2011) she presents are female centered and she works at raising awareness of these
issues by presenting them in a different way to traditional media.

Relationship with the Public Sphere: —
‘A discursive space in which individuals and groups associate to discuss matters of i P
mutual interest and, where possible, to reach a common judgement about them’ i e o
‘The principle of the public sphere is not confined to a single domain of social coordi-
nation’ = :
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‘A public sphere can be invaded by the special interests or the state’ sestama e cokeswn  Meww b

Figure 1: Instagram Profile

(Hauser, 1998)

‘The multiple public spheres now existing online, on TV, and on talk radio help
citizens of all ages, socioeconomic and racial backgrounds, sexual orientations, or
political leanings develop their ideas and viewpoints, making them better prepared
to contribute to larger public debates’ (Marchi, 2012)

Relationship with Mainstream Media:

I
‘The aesthetic of social media - immediacy and interactivity - are still castigated by wy birth mn.ro
critics of online activism, who doubt not only Its efficacy, but also its authenticity’ M onyone guf (NS nun-leg,a’nme :
(Axford, 2011) 2 4 : :

Figure 2: Instagram Posts

‘CJ sites used fewer sources overall, but were less likely to rely on official sources, |
control

using them in only 30.3% of articles’ (Linder, 2017)
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Flgure 3: Participatory Journalism vs Citizen Journallsm
Backker & Paterson, 2011

Relationship with
Gatekeeping:

media piattorms

. Gatekeeping is the process by which

Figures 4-5: Instagram Posts re. Abortion and Student LoanDebt  Media workers select among happenings,

. . ideas, and competing perspectives to pro-

Summary of Findings: duce the “news” (Shoemaker and Reese,
1991, in Lindner, 2017)

The Sweet Feminist is a Citizen Journalist who uses elements of participatory

journalism. Instagram as a gatekeeper:

. . . . . . ‘We created the Community Guidelines so
She pushes the boundaries of the public sphere and works in conjunction with tradi- you can help us foster and protect this
tional media to encourage young people to participate in politics. amazing community.....Overstepping these

boundaries may result in deleted content,

She gatekeeps her own content to ensure it follows the Instagram community disabled accounts, or other restrictions.’
guidelines and that it fits within her profile aesthetic. (Instagram Community Guidelines, 2020)
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