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Knowin~ that t h re i s a cert ain amount of r e t hinking 
about th0 t erm. and condi tions of the Booker Prize , I should 
like to ask Booker -3rothers if they woul d cons ider maki ng an 
annual award t o the aut hor of a book of f ic t i on f or children . 
As you know, ther e has been enormous proe-ress made i n t hi s 
fie ld of wri t ing over the pas t fe w ye ars both in standar d and 
in pres enta t ion , and author s such as Lucy Bos ton , 
Hester Eur t on , Pe t r Dickinson, Leon Gar field , Alan Garner, 
Will i am Mayne , Phil i ppa Pearce , Kat harine Peyton, 
St enhani e Plowman , Ron ma r y Sutcliff, have a ll writ t en novels 
f or childr en whi ch could wel l hol d th ir own in compe t i tion 
with nov el s published f or adults . But children ' s writers 
have been sadl y ne <;lectr-o for a lon[' time i n t .rms of awar ds . 

Until recently the only one was the annuAl medal 
pre f• ented by t h Library As sociation for " the mos t outstanding 
chil dren ' s book" , and t h i s award ca.r r ies no money pri ze . Then 
in J967 ' The Guardia n ' insti lsc'l t ed the i r one hundred guinea 
anmwl prize for a chi] dren ' s novel publi shed i n Great Brita in . 
I n 1969 Th t s Council made their f ir t award to the wr iter 
of a chiJdr .n ' s nov 1 , a.nd in 1970 International P . .C: . N. 
included ch i ldren ' s fic tion in their Si lver Pen awar ds , but 
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both these latter or~Rnisations say that chi ldren ' s books will 
not be included every year in their awards programmes . 

The art of writing well for children is one of the most 
difficult of all skills . It is essential that the best 
writers shou1.d be encouraged to write for chi1.dren . A 
Booker prize might wel1 achieve that . 

Yours sincerel y , 

J udy Taylor 




