
To what extent are 
safe distancing 
guidelines for 
viewing orangutans 
adhered to by 
tourists in Bukit 
Lawang, 
Indonesia??



1. Why should we care?

2. How was the data collected?

3. What did the results show?

4. What are the recommendations 
arising?



1. Why should we care?

Photo by Jorge Franganillo on Unsplash IUCN,2020

https://unsplash.com/@franganillo?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/orangutan-sumatra?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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1. Why should we care?

(Macfie and Williamson, 2010)Photo by Dušan veverkolog on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@veverkolog?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/gorilla?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


'There have been three infant deaths in the past year but regular human contact with both 
tourists and guides shows that the potential for disease transmission is not know, not 
understood, and/or deliberately disregarded

1. Why should we care?

…… the national park authority must become more active in patrolling the forest and enforcing 
newly established guidelines, which are to be in line with the new IUCN best practices for great ape 
tourism

(Dellatore, Waitt and Foitová 2014)



2. How did I collect data?

(https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk, 2021)



2. How did I collect data?

Image by vandaagevenniet from Pixabay

Photo by Bao 
Menglong on
Unsplash

Photo by Tj 
Kolesnik on
Unsplash

https://pixabay.com/users/vandaagevenniet-9435636/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=3926571
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=3926571
https://unsplash.com/@__menglong?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/monkey-human?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@tjkolesnik?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/monkey-forest?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


3. What did the results show?



3. What did the results show?

Close contact Touching



3. What did the results show?



•Only a small proportion of photos uploaded showed instances of 
close contact.

•Despite this, most tour companies had at least one close contact 
photo

•Incidences of touching became less common over the time period

• Clear policies may have an impact

•This is intended only as a snapshot of what is really occurring



4. What are the recommendations arising?

Andrea Molyneaux @greenhillbukitlawang (with permission)
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Image by JessicaBlueElephants from Pixabay

‘TripAdvisor bans 
ticket sales to 
attractions that 
allow contact with 
wild animals’

(Rugby, 2016)

https://pixabay.com/users/jessicablueelephants-1422754/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=949592
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=949592


4. What are the recommendations arising?

Photo by Francesco Ungaro on Unsplash

‘Mask up on gorilla treks 
to protect them from 
disease, researchers tell 
tourists’

Press Association 2021

https://unsplash.com/@francesco_ungaro?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/gorilla-wild?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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