
Should city living be communal, again?
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The Industrial revolution saw a huge 
paradigm shift in attitudes towards housing.  
The nuclear family started to become the 
prominent housing typology. Wealth and 
class became intrinsically linked to housing 
and identity. 

Working from home is experiencing 
a renaissance from when it was last 
a common feature of the home, in 
the Industrial Age

In modernist proposals, shared amenities retract from 
the nuclear family home in an effort to make daily 
activities communal. The success of the communal 
home of the pre-industrial city is that the communal 
facilities were those which you would not ordinarily 
have had if you were an isolated household. 
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To what extent can historical models of communal living inform modern residential 
design in order to address the housing crisis in London?

Method

‘Any form of housing association in which 
individuals who are not part of one family 

live together’

‘The way people think and feel about the world 
around them will affect the way they live in 
their homes; and thus, to work in the opposite 
direction, that aspects of past thoughts and 
feelings may be “read” through the form of old 

houses.’

Understand whether communal living can 
lessen the housing crisis Historical analysis, combined 

with demographic trends 
in order to reveal modern 
solutions from historical 
precedent.

Determine at which point in history the 
nuclear family became the standard typology

Cities contain 53% of the world’s population.

The politicisation of housing has worsened the 
crisis since World War II.

The disparity between visible demographic trends 
and profitable venture for real estate giants could 
be addressed through the provision of communal 
housing types.

Valuation of land to include the potential for 
community and shared amenities is key in the 
solution of the housing crisis.

Threefold crisis:
Ageing population
Urban loneliness
Unaffordable housing market

Certain factors, such as the human scale, will always been 
intrinsically linked to architecture, and therefore should 
always be considered. 

To what extent is privacy synonymous with 
success in housing and is it paramount?

Communal Living
Approach

(Maak, 2015, p.140)

(Johnson, 1993, viii)


