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‘Sarajevo, Yugoslavia. Scene of murder of crown prince which started flame that engulfed all Europe’
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‘Gallant legionnaires of Czechoslovakia on parade, Prague’
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‘On the long march through torrid heat to Bagdad’



TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF

| CHARLES INGLETON WIDCOMSBE [}

OF THIS PARISH
AGED 21 YEARS
‘ 2% |IEUTENANT
OXFORDSHIRE & BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
LIGHT INFANTRY
WHO WAS KILLED IN ACTION AT
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MESOPOTAMIA
IN THE GALLANT ATTEMPT TO RELIEVE

THE BELEAGURED GARRISON OF KUT |4

APRIL 6™ |916.

“GREATER LOVE HATH NO MAN THAN
THIS, THAT A MAN LAY DOWN HIS LIFE




‘Early morning camp fires and breakfast in the Persian Gulf’
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‘Splendid Turkish infantry marching to fi

gﬁt the allies’

;
2 LY

‘Under the Star and Crescent - Infantry of the Sultan's Army so dramatically

defeated by Allenby’ 13







RUSSIA 1918-19

Dancey was buried at Archangel Allied Ceme-

tery. He was survived by his wife
Emily and 8-year-old
daughter Norah.
From the collec-
tion of the
Imperial
War
Museum

Researched by
JANE COTTER

In February 1919, having left Mesopotamla the previous December,
the 1st Battalion, Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry
reformed for service In North Russla. In May, this composite Battal- &
ion embarked from Southampton in support of the allied garrison ‘@Y ' o
already In theatre, protecting a large store of war materlal glven to | £ LIEUT & QeMe - A ' \
the Russians at the beginning of the war. y . v

The allies were supporting the White Russians against Bolshevik forc- .,
es, however, the campaign was beset by poor supply lines, inhospita- A J
ble forest terrain and a growing Russian disregard for allied support. "
This resulted in Britain bringing its soldiers home in the autumn of
1919.

Among those arriving in Archangel with the 1st Battalion, was the x - B fh .
Hon. Lieutenant and Quartermaster George Dancey, M.C., D.C.M. . ' o e R 3 " /L
Born in Gloucestershire in 1881 and married in India in 1905, Dancey o A . o - )

had risen through the ranks of the regiment and was present through-
out the Mesopotamia Campaign 1914-18. He would not live to see
the end of the Russia campaign however.

On 2 June 1919, he took his own life: “.. the Regiment suffered a
great loss. Dancey, after completing all preparations for the impend-
ing move up the Dwina, shot himself...There is no doubt that he had
completely overworked himself; he had been ill before leaving Eng-
land, and the strain was too much for him. Those who knew his work
will appreciate the loss the Regiment suffered.”

Writing home to his father Lieutenant J.E.H Neville explained: “...poor
Dancey who has done nothing except arrange moves ever since he re-
joined us at Crowborough... just went off his head... He was such a
cheerful good-hearted fellow and an ideal man at his job.”

Breaking
through
the ice on
the way to
Archangel.
From the
Soldiers of
Oxford-
shire
Museum
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‘A bristling forest of bayonets, Russian troops on review’
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‘A pioneer of the Kaiser's forests shattered into toothpicks by a shell from the Russian lines’
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‘No man's land, sea of barbed wire in front of Bulgarian lines, Saloniki front’
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‘Great naval gun and its protecting fort of sand bags on the Saloniki front’



‘View in a trench kitchen underground on the Saloniki front’
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THE BALKANS
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‘View from stage of a Serbian army audience in an outdoor theater at the front. Prompter in foreground’
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‘Serbian reserves in the Balkan mountains awaiting orders to advance’
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‘A Serbian rest camp back of front line trenches in the Balkans’
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‘Serbian trench. Awaiting phone call from listening post to fire rocket for illuminating “No man's land™
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‘Serbian cavalry ready for battle on the Balkan plains’

THE WAR
BEYOND
THE
WESTERN
FRONT

27



‘British anti-aircraft gun in action on Balkan front, camouflaged and mounted on auto’
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‘Modern cliff dwellers. A regimental headquarters back of Serbian front’
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‘Loading a trench mortar in a hillside dugout on the Serbian front’




‘Rifle grenade in a British line trench in the Balkans’
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‘In a British first line trench in the Balkans’
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ITALY 1917-19

Company Quartermaster Sergeant

Researched by
JANET WITCOMB

The 48t (South Midiand) Division In Italy
November 1917 - February 1919

Following the disastrous defeat of the Italian Army at Caporetto in
November 1917, the Allles were fearful that the Itallans would
withdraw from the war, thus freeing thousands of Austro-Hungarian
men for fighting on the Western Front.

Five British Divisions were sent to support the Italians, including
the 48t (South Midland) Division which contained the 145th Bri-
gade. Thebattalions in this Brigade were the 1/4 Oxfordshire and
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry, the 1/4 Royal Berkshire, the 1/1
Buckinghamshire and the 1/5 Gloucestershire.

By March 1918, the Division moved to the Asiago plateau, where
they experienced severe cold, snowstorms and thunderstorms at an
altitude of five thousand feet and snow lay around until May. On 10
June, the Austro-Hungarians launched an attack on the Italian
front. This was named the Battle of the Piave River. Initially, the
Austro-Hungarians made gains, but were eventually driven back
with great loss. The 1/4 Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light
Infantry employed their cooks, clerks and orderlies to enable them
to hold out against overwhelming odds!

On 23 October 1918, the Allied Commander in Italy, Armando Diaz
launched his final offensive on the River Piave. This was known as
the Battle of Vittorio Veneto. Both the 1/4 Oxfordshire and Buck-
inghamshire Light Infantry, and 1/1 Buckinghamshire took part in
the battle, which ultimately succeeded in driving back the Austro-
Hungarians.

The Armistice with Austria-Hungary was signed on 3 November
1918 and came into force at 1500 hours on 4 November. The men
of the 48th (South Midland) Division spent Christmas in the villages
of Novale and Maglio looking forward to demobilisation, which be-
gan slowly at first, but was completed by February 1919.

YDenn auf Tiroler Alpenfpinen

Major Bill  Liebermann of the
1/4 Oxfordshire and
Buckinghamshire Light
Infantry. As
. Bandmaster, he com-
g posed the ‘Italian
b ‘h \ Mar(?hing S(?ng’
* which is still
5 ’ ‘ used to this day.
& v From the
. Soldiers of
Oxfordshire
?.5" Museum.
Archive
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Der Landesfchiigen Stugen blitsen,

Sell ftebt es wobl
Ums Land Tivol!

Top left: Map of the Campaign in Italy 1917-18; bottom left: Colo-
nel Howard of 48th Division taking the surrender of Austro-
Hungarian forces at Trento, Italy, late 1918. From the collection of
Richard Jeffs

Centre image: Postcard taken from an Austro-Hungarian prison-
er; top right: Austro-Hungarian soldiers with an accordion play-
er; bottom right: the Band of the 1/4 Oxfordshire and Bucking-

hamshire Light Infantry in Italy. From the collection of Richard

Jeffs
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ITALY 1917-19

Private Eli Smith of 1/4 Battalion

Oxfordshire and Bucking-
hamshire Light

Researched by
JEAN MILLS

Infantry. From
the Soldiers of
Oxfordshire
Museum

Whatever thoughts Signalman Ell Smith had about army life, It
would be safe to say that what followed was not one of them.

Archive

In 1916, 18 year old Eli Smith from Old Hill, Staffordshire enlisted
in the Queens Own Oxfordshire Hussars (QOOH) and made his way
with others to Ireland where he was to learn his military skills.

In December that year, he was part of a group of 200 soldiers that
were sent to France to join the 1/4 Oxfordshire and Buckingham-
shire Light Infantry, arriving two days before Christmas 1916. The
Battalion fought in France until November 1917 when it was post-
ed to Italy for the start of the Austro-Hungarian offensive.

Fighting continued until 15 June 1918 on the Asiago front when
Eli was reported missing in action. His family found out that he
was a Prisoner of War in Austria, having been wounded. He had
sustained a shrapnel wound to his chest which would have been
fatal but for his cigarette case in a breast pocket. He was found by
the Austro-Hungarians two days later.

Eli was sent to a hospital in Vienna and once fully recovered found
he was the only Englishman there. Although a POW, he was treat-
ed well and offered work within the hospital helping the surgeons
and on the wards with dressings.

One week before the Armistice, he managed to obtain an Austrian
coat and cap and set off toward the Italian lines, where he re-

vealed his identity. He was eventually released to the authorities Sign made by

. 8 Eli Smith’s
who arranged his passage home. He returned to the bosom of his family.tz
family and friends where he was given a hero’s welcome home R
H H Italy. Fi

party. Eli was by now twenty one years old. He’'d had his adventure. P
Oxfordshire
Museum
Archive
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Private Eli Smith as a member of the Queens Own Private Eli Smith working as a hospital orderly in an Austrian hospital. His head is just visible

Oxfordshire Hussars. From the Soldiers of Oxford- second from the right. From the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum Archive
shire Archive
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‘Along the Battle lines in the High Alps - field piece dominating a mountain pass’



Corporal Charles Henry Marri-

ITALY 1917-19

Researched by shire and Bucking-
KEVIN NORTHOVER hamshire Light

Infantry. From
the collection
of Kevin

L _[P\} Northover
Charles Henry Marrison was born in Banbury in 1891, the son of
Henry and Clara Marrison of 35, East Street, Grimsbury. He had
three elder sisters - Clara, Mary and Margaret and an older broth-
er John. By 1911, John was working for the Lucas factory which
made ladies underwear. He was employed as a cutter, his three

sisters also working there.

Charles Marrison joined the army in August 1914 and went with
the 1/4 Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry to France
in 1915 where he served for two and a half years. He then went
with the Battalion to Italy in November 1917.

Corporal Marrison was killed in action with the Battalion on 15
June 1918 during the Austro-Hungarian offensive. He was twenty-
six years old. He is buried in the Boscon Military Cemetery, on the
Asiago Plateau in Italy.

Corporal Marrison’s mother received a card from Second Lieuten-
ant Howell, her son’s officer. The card was dated the 20 June and
offered heartfelt sympathy:

‘..Corporal Marrison, who was in charge of a section of my Pla-
toon, was a very capable man and showed splendid abilities. The
Austrians attacked us on the morning of 15 June and were beaten
very badly indeed. Corporal Marrison was in the front line with his

section and throughout the whole affair behaved splendidly. He : . %

and his section wrought great havoc in the enemy’s ranks. He was e | / Graves '}i,j’;;’;j;z;-cz;-:m of

a hero from start to finish and nothing the writer could say in " | vaw..;.,,%w_ﬂi':“""’es
praise of him is half good enough to show how gallantly he acted ok 0 i | e MR:‘I"S‘:’:‘:* T

throughout. Al Rank and I, ¢

Unfortunately, the enemy, coming through a gap on the right,
called my attention there and during my absence Corporal Marri-
son was shot through the head, death being instantaneous. His
body was recovered and was buried in the little British cemetery in
the rear of the lines.’

35 emeT ST
G.Ru\qscivu:"?.\f
Ba~NpuRrRY
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Mount Katz photographed recently from the centre of Asiago. Inset: Asiago being Letter with beautiful hand painted image, sent by Corporal Marrison’s
bombarded in May 1916, photographed from Mount Katz. From the Soldiers of officer to the former’s mother upon his death. From the collection of
Oxfordshire Museum Archive Kevin Northover
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‘Fire spray captured from the Austrians in the district of Capitello in Italy’




Private Alfred Launchbury No. 203217, ‘B’
19 17 = 19 Coy. 1/4 Battalion Oxfordshire and
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry. Killed in

T T action at the Battle of Asi-
ago, Italy, 15 June

Researched by J ] " . 1918. From the
JEFF CLEMENTS oy
P P [ Andreas
/.! 'k e Launchbury
R\
On 23 May 1915, In the wake of British and French promises of é :

substantial territorial gains, the formerly neutral state of Italy de-
clared war on Austrla-Hungary. Between June 1915 and March
1916 the Italians launched five separate offensives against their
Austrlan nelghbours In the Isonzo reglon. Although outnumbered,
the Austro-Hungarians occupied strong defensive positions and
managed to Inflict huge losses on the attackers. By the end of
1915, almost one quarter of the Italian army had been lost and
the front had become bogged down In trench warfare.

In November 1917, the British and French dispatched forces to
the region to bolster the efforts of their Italian ally.

One of those British soldiers who went was Private Alfred Launch-
bury. Born in Witney in the spring of 1898, he was the eldest son
of John, an assurance agent, and his wife, Selina. Alfred joined the
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry in the summer of
1917 and served with the regiment’s 1/4 Battalion, part of the
48th (South Midland) Division. In late November 1917, following
service on the Western Front, the Division arrived in Italy.

In March 1918, the Division held the front line sector at Montello
before moving west to the relatively quiet Asiago sector. It was
there, in the early hours of 15 June 1918, that the Austro-
Hungarians launched a surprise offensive. In what became known
as the Battle of Asiago, the allied front line was breached to a
depth of one thousand yards - ground that was recovered twenty e

four hours later when the allies counter-attacked. v V e
[ /l‘
S—

However, casualties were taken and Alfred Launchbury was
amongst those who were killed in the initial fighting - reportedly
by a bullet from an Austro-Hungarian machine gun.

He was buried, alongside a number of his comrades, in the Boscon
British Cemetery on the Asiago Plateau, Northern Italy.

Images above: Boscon British Cemetery, Italy, Alfred Launchbury, seated front left, with Images above: Boscon British Cemetery and the
photographed recently and just after the war. The several comrades who had recently enlisted Asiago Plain, Italy, photographed recently. Private
final resting place of Pte. Alfred Launchbury. in 19117, Fism e collesiien o Andizs Alfred Launchbury’s grave is on the extreme right.

Launchbury From the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum Archive
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‘Mount Grappa and ruins of Quero, on the Italian battle front’
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‘Camp of Italian outpost on steep Alpine slope’
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Captain Graham Greenwell of the 1/4 Oxfordshire

and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry, who served
19 17 - 19 with the battalion throughout 1914-18. He wrote a

memoir of his time with the

unit called ‘An Infant
in Arms. From the

Researched by . Os;zdi;r;of
/ Xjordsnire
MARK MCKAY Museum

Archive

On 22 November 1917, the 1/4th Oxfordshire and Buckingham-
shire Light Infantry recelved orders to leave the Western Front for
northern Raly. Their re-deployment came after German and Austro-
Hungarlan forces routed the Itallan army at the Battle of Caporet- ﬁ i 4

to, leading to Allied fears that the ltalians may pull out of the war. il

Since May 1915, Italy had been flghting Austrla-Hungary In a "‘ﬁ

mountain war in the Alps. But they suffered heavy casualties, s o

Including 600,000 at Caporetto, while food shortages gripped the

home front. ;
A

Captain Graham Greenwell was one of the troops taking the 700-
mile rail journey to Italy with the 1/4 Oxfordshire and Bucking-
hamshire Light Infantry.

‘We knew there was the Italian front up in the mountains. We
knew they were up there in the snow. The Austrians had a shot at
the Italians...and in five minutes they disrupted the whole front.
The Italians started running and there was nothing to stop them as
far as anybody could see until they got to Rome.’ Captain Graham
Greenwell

$Short of English drmk like beer we had plen-
ty of wine with disastrous effects ofithe

foops. We were delighted'to be in Italyglike

Sting into a new world. There we spénai
ppy winter compared to. ;

The six-day route to Italy took Capt Greenwell and the 1/4 Battal-
ion through France to northern Italy. Although the front had stabi-
lised on the River Piave, British units were kept to the rear in
case of another collapse.

In villages behind the line, the men were well-received by the
Italians. For Captain Greenwell, life in Italy was, for some of the K/
time, a world away from the horrors of the Western Front.

[ ALTIPENG ¢ pspso
98 CIOF ECCHER S

5

Panorama of the Asiago Plateau Italy. From the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum
Archive
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‘We were lectured and told that nobody knew quite what action we might find ourselves in, but we might find ourselves in a Mons
situation at once and immediately involved in a retreat.
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‘Looking E. on Italian front. Foreground, Italian trenches of resistance built after territory was won from enemy’
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ITALY 1917-19

One of the postcards in the possession of
Private Edwin Wellstood, of an
Austro-Hungarian sol-

Researched by
PAUL OTTER

Mr Edwin Welistood from Clifton Hampden, in what was then
Berkshire, attested with the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire
Light nfantry on 7 December 1915 at nearby Abingdon. He was
originally posted with the 2nd Battallon from the Depot at Cowley
Barracks In Oxford.

Eventually, Private Wellstood was posted to the 6th Battalion in
September 1916, fighting on the Somme until the end of the cam-
paign in November. In January 1917, he returned to England prob-
ably owing to being wounded or becoming sick.

He returned to the Western Front, but was this time posted to the
1/4 Battalion in August 1917. He fought with the Battalion at
Ypres, on Vimy Ridge and then travelled to Italy with them in time
for the battles on the Piave River and the Asiago Plateau in 1918.
Private Wellstood was part of the Battalion’s Headquarters Com-
pany and became involved with processing Austro-Hungarian pris-
oners who had surrendered between July and December 1918. He
recorded the numbers of prisoners each day being taken by 48th
Division, of which the 1/4 Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light
Infantry was a part.

Private Wellstood seems to have played an active part in the sur-
render of the Austro-Hungarian soldiers, able to gather their per-
sonal photographs, postcards and other souvenirs. The images of
the soldiers who have surrendered or were killed in action are
being seen here for the first time in almost one hundred years.

Two of the postcards in the possession of Private Edwin Wellstood, of Austro-Hungarian

soldiers, obtained in Italy in 1918. From the collection of Paul Otter

dier, obtained in
Italy in 1918.
From the
collection
of Paul
Otter

Pocket book
kept by Private
Edwin 4
Wellstood
during his war
service. He kept
arecord of the
number of
Austro-
Hungarian
soldiers taken

prisoner. From
the collection of
Paul Otter

Surrender of Austro-Hungarian units to the 48th Division in late 1918. From the Soldiers of
Oxfordshire Museum Archive

After the First World War, Edwin Wellstood was a carrier,
picking up and delivering to Oxford and Abingdon. He
may have delivered fish picked up from Culham railway
station and water cress from Ewelme. From the collection
of Paul Otter
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e Sarajevo, Yugoslavia. Scene of murder of crown prince which started flame that engulfed all Europe
(Keystone View Company, W1* 15625)

e Gallant legionnaires of Czechoslovakia on parade, Prague

(Keystone View Company, W272** 18774)

Balkans

e Rifle grenade in a British line
trench in the Balkans

(Keystone View Company, W56
18881)

e In a British first line trench in the
Balkans

(Keystone View Company, W54
V18882)

e British anti-aircraft gun in action
on Balkan front, camouflaged and
mounted on auto

(Keystone View Company, W53*
V18093)

e L oading a trench mortar in a
hillside dugout on the Serbian front
(Keystone View Company, W58* *
V18890)

e Modern cliff dwellers. A regimental headquarters back of Serbian front

(Keystone View Company, W62** V18882)

e Serbian cavalry ready for battle on the Balkan plains

(Keystone View Company, W51 V18814)

e Serbian reserves in the Balkan mountains awaiting orders to advance

(Keystone View Company, W50** v18815)

e Serbian trench. Awaiting phone call from listening post to fire rocket for illuminating ‘No
man's land’

(Keystone View Company, W57** V18889)

e A Serbian rest camp back of front line trenches in the Balkans

(Keystone View Company, W60 v18886)

e View from stage of a Serbian army audience in an outdoor theatre at the front. Prompter
in foreground

(Keystone View Company, W61 V18885)

Mesopotamia and Turkey

e On the Long March through torrid heat to Bagdad

(Realistic Travels, 127) (Collection of Tudor Georgescu)

e Early morning camp fires and breakfast in the Persian Gulf

(Realistic Travels, 128) (Collection of Tudor Georgescu)

e Turks eager for war. Germany's most distant ally mobilizing her army
(Keystone View Company, W47 V19277) (Collection of Tudor Georgescu)

e Splendid Turkish infantry marching to fight the allies

(Underwood and Underwood, 11859) (Copyright Leeds Museums & Galleries)
e Under the Star and Crescent. Infantry of the Sultan's Army so dramatically defeated by Allenby
(Realistic Travels, 123) (Collection of Tudor Georgescu)

Russia

e A bristling forest of bayonets, Russian troops on review

(Keystone View Company, W4* 18689)

e A pioneer of the Kaiser's forests shattered into toothpicks by a shell from the Russian lines
(Keystone View Company, W140** 18065)
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Greece

e Great naval gun and its protecting fort of sand bags on the Saloniki front
(Keystone View Company, W52** V18904)

e No man's land, sea of barbed wire in front of Bulgarian lines, Saloniki front
(Keystone View Company, W55* V18880)

e View in a trench kitchen underground on the Saloniki front

(Keystone View Company, W59** V18883)

Italy

eAlong the Battle lines in the High Alps - field piece dominating a mountain pass
(Underwood and Underwood, 13050) (Collection of Tudor Georgescu)

eCamp of Italian outpost on steep Alpine slope

(Keystone View Company, W67 18843)

e Fire spray captured from the Austrians in the district of Capitello in Italy
(Keystone View Company, W68 18669)

e Looking East on Italian front. Foreground, Italian trenches of resistance built after territory was
won from enemy

(Keystone View Company, W69*18711)

e Mount Grappa and ruins of Quero, on the Italian battle front

(Keystone View Company, W64** 19253)

e Watching an airplane combat over the Italian lines

(Keystone View Company, W66 v19278)

Note: Unless stated otherwise, the digital copy of the original stereograph is courtesy of the
United States Library of Congress
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