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N(), rlor Nhl t..b • l':' l "')Uld comroo1·1i, on 

i ) 1 ,A:.'P·E· y ~·· :.<u ·,:y Lf' ~ .f'l lt -~·,~•i-1 ;o 11.y 1 , ·:i:'li.ragra1:»h l 
t.b,i.t 1 ,)1 ··ti ' i"!: l.D, ,·vJ. < .,1 ·.1t l 1~".0 ".ll ,ar; <>' l,' a que0ti0n 
,f •·li£i b'.'lJ.iy 1··.;i /r,1D'l1J b. \'n ~• i.r:I tb- .. re'-:,. dec,jdet tat 
:N. J& '.1.l's ':.1,)J • ..,-,i· l:,-,• ):.~. '.'/in~ • • r DJ 0 m r i 'H:, it ·.-. ould, I 
i0.·1., h;1•,t• h c•':'Yl .i.Ju,r,r~- t' r:,l 1l• ._ c- 1)\l"llal ·•o i·trcl~Vce the 
i~fJ•·e · Jr. ~h:!.•3 u·errlC'r, ~ t:,r,J[;,1 l v1a.J .1•1d.,u,i; vo.1 towards a tait 
acr.·;·npl·;_, !r, f,; . 1 1-~,u''.n 1 1. p!'C ✓ J )' J.·r rli,c11 1J!El t:1e 4.u~•1t-lon (or 
fo ... tr,u.t :.Gt ' .. 1. f..'l on.r1,bi.n/ t, 1 tJ6 ·iiru.t th'l1 boc!C) UJth A.r·.-;,:mia; I 
ra.·u:1d it i: r,'-~ir 1 lJ 0 '1 ilf o,"1, ., .. ,: J111t, :1i'inv b~corne t-,.:mcflrned ov r 
lt ,1 t~1.' t1 · •. ,•:__;: ,i s ·, ,•1·1 vl:.n e ·1t t l~ .,. lnti "'ll 1 ~ly boforo the 

f)tJ ti,1i; • 

i) Wit.h .CJ,«rl tu ffu'agri. i ~'., J'rn <1u1 e 1::1Hre t l'a I didn 't say 
t.1,.1 [ h •1, _iJ :ti:;ntlct. th~ -:, ,1i.Hio'1 of Noh:.::.1t.tl 13 n.n views on the 
t'J1 ic ""1t l r".. 11 0r: r9c.:n v_d. ·t .. y .t.:JJn.1.·a.r,c8 11crr J:u.m in tho ma ter. 
Al thcut")J I e.11 :-1. f1 ::..fc:n l of • 1 , T Ji.,•:l t n·, !)L•int t.alk d abput tb 
buck ui t!'l niw ( "·1 i.w..1 cj • ♦.- t.t 1 ir,. o Lner t 1', "1 •: e-3 t, .• g y d nee 
,nl bofo."" hb lJu6al• ~1Tit·i ~1 -· 1t). 'l'n3re ill '.nd~ed no reason w~ 

I r-< ho,1..' u ' t hav , - ~,d.l'rnct _.t•:,1;T ~llP ~•O'Jk i-,; ~oJf -- t!1ough it would 
snr1:1., r-1:1<.; r,;2n ·,, ,•1, ,, 1.r ·1? f<:n.· H·', uni. r q_ circumstance, 
t c },a ,e , i.nct .. · c•,1 tr,~- h ot. '., ff 1gi ui j ty f or th prize - a.nd 
in ·1ru 1 "J l.lf'l r ii J '' "t L:£1..Y ,ot l,e<m 1..1. ~ri,t i 1p'"lrt nt . 'Bu.; talc n 
1..11 ccni)c-nr. 1 1.0 ·.vi ~t '))ln . .1. ), jCUl f)l'LJ_o~. cf y.,\a-:. happened looks 
like a < j t 1.otnl wn. lr 1c 0 c., f e. l0sc; ,ha.:i. .,cr;p>l UB appro eh on my 
[JUl' t • 

Tnci•l nt .. ..L L1, ]. ft:lHl ,hat"' r, ~ou a:, t.hnt Ph:illp Toynb e and 
you d tJc1 le•l fsu ",H right:1,J) .. ,r.tt• "..1t.1 [.t1tb::.ir•:~ om views on t he 
b001r cG1r.r:,r 10 .i.r;llJ. 1,1J €,·o~nco .... t wouJd have b aen fairer -- in 
tho . J.g}•t , t v.r- 0.t b LJ • 0 .1' b 'or. · to ,111..! t h<J.t I myself, i thout 
bt=iint, ,n C!Jlt-1 .. et'. •• o v r.d t · ri G ''l t c.l~ial th11 t we a,1oul.d ;bldge 
oul .. .vL·•t n, .. t .. · ,i. ,,r,.r;. HL'·.-t,trn, !'Ot wi:at l.i..t, h.'.s publi s e or 
dn~,on ➔ ed..,~ rn.r h::l·,, <'ldm 'i b.c.: .ird, Y1d t•d tr, N.1.te. 

iii) Tl.ic .,".l,t 1.e 11. n:. t~ r cf ()ri1ic, b 1. aftc .. · eearchln Dl'J' 
crm,vacmc" 1 .1~1L1 :A•ll ~,1r.,:i ''t't .hc:.t. I p,.HHfld or1 Tom Kaechler' 
::i•ig~rJa,J:;:cti ',u ·b Ju:igl '3 .n dn i np.;.r.tia.} •111..r,n r . r ather t ~t'1 , 
in~·irnrntinf tl.J·. t~l 0 y v.occ 1·,1lbL1dl.Le ".nd 11!\w .rrar,ted". But;~ l eave 
it tote,. he:r.f;, pr, ◄ o,nt t-- J.,c.dF . h •. C ~- .fa.t tpought h i 
l to·v, . LJL' rl N1..,..1 v,t :i 0 Yd ' ;, 1 v..ti::l, of cc. ra a ha"ie r fuaetL to 
me. t () ; . 1 ... •r,1. (,tu'". J:ln.,. ·, q·,(: +,c 1<~ bim so. 
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iv) On the ea.me topic, I don't recall that the exchange ae to whpa 
Tom. had been speaking for was particularly confuoeda at any rate,iI 
tried- to establish as clearly as possible my own understandill8 :of' 
the s ituation, which is that he was speaki ng in his own capacity, 
but also e.s a member of the organiatng committee prepared to raise-
the question of eligibiHty with his fellow-members. ~1. · 

v) With regard to Paragraph 10, we may or may not have.spent too 
little time, proportionately, on some of the other boo1cs....:. but I 
would strongly resent any attempt to construe such a criticism as 
meaning that I tried to force the issue or hustle the other judges 
into taki~ a dec ision before they were ready. On the contrar1, I 
did my best to make sure that they had every chance to changt, their 
minds, and it seems to me that if anything my role in the final · 
stages was to prolong the discussion to a slightly later hour than 
most people wanted. · · 

vi) In Paragraph 2 you describe me as Naipaul's "chief advocate". 
Taken together with some of your other points, I think. that this 
would give anyone who hadn't actually been present at the meeting 
a rather misleading impression. Certainly I spoke strongly in 
favour of the book; but in fairness to me -- once again,,in the 
context -- it should surely be added that J spoke up at leaot u 
strongly on behalf of another book as well (the Elizabeth Taylor). 

No doubt the other judges will have their own·commente to make -
and forgive me if what I've written seems unduly egocentric. But 
since your letter may well be used as one of the texts on which we 
base subsequent discussions of the main issue, the question of 
eligibility, I feel it essential to clear out of the way first 
those things in it which might be taken to suggest that I abuse~ 
my position as chairman. 

As you'll readily appreciate, this hasn't been an easy letter for 
me to write either. Please believe me when I say that I have no ill 
feelings in th~ matter, I know how easy it ia for miaundarstandings 
to arise when trying to unravel seven or eight hours ' of complicated 
conversation. On the other hand I simply can't accept your letter 
as it stands. Do let's sort this out as quickly as possible, so that 
we can concentrate on our real job as judges. 

copies to: Mr John Murphy 
M:r Rayner Un"in 
Miss Marilyn Edwards 
Lady Antonia Fraser 
Yr Saul Bellow 
Mr Philip Toynbee 

Yours sincerely, 

John Gross 
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