My experience as a secondary school professional has shown
that students often find studying poetry daunting, which has an
Impact on their confidence whilst studying poetry units for their
GCSE exams.

Teaching of poetry remains a weaker element of secondary
English curriculum (Ofsted 2007), where analytical approaches
prevail over creative ones (Ofsted 2012).

In this study, | aimed to investigate the impact that creating
visual narratives (in the form of comics and/or storyboards) can

have on students’ understanding of poetry.

STUDENTS COMPLETED
A QUESTIONNAIRE
TO INDICATE INITIAL
ATTITUDE AND PRIOR
EXPOSURE TO POETRY.

STUDENTS COMPLETED
ACTIVITIES TO
ENCOURAGE ACTIVE
PARTICIPATION AND
MEANING-MAKING.

EACH STUDENT
THEN READ THE POEM
INDIVIDUALLY.

Figure 1. Description of research project

Three main themes have arisen from the project data:
Students’ attitude to poetry was indicated as neutral to positive in 87.5 per cent of

responses.

Students’ understanding of poetry: the final questionnaire data suggested improvement

in students’ understanding of poetry, with 50 per cent of respondents agreeing on the positive

Impact that the project would have on their studies in the future.

Students’ enjoyment of the project: 100 per cent of respondents expressed enjoyment of

the project and willingness to participate in similar activities in the future.

STUDENTS THEN
CREATED THEIR
VISUAL NARRATIVES
BASED ON THE POEM.

Aengus” by William Butler Yeats.
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language, and an equal ratio of male and female students.

shared interest in reading and/or creating comics and manga.

STUDENTS COMPLETED

A FINAL QUESTIONNAIRE
TO REFLECT ON THE
IMPACT OF THE PROJECT.

“VISUAL
STUFF 1S
EASIER TO
UNDER-
STAND.”

e

Eight participants were recruited within a cohort of Year 8 and Year 9
students (aged between 12 and 14) at a mainstream secondary school.
The focus group represented a mixture of abllities: students with and

without special educational needs and/or English as an additional

All students in the focus group were recruited on the basis of their

The poem chosen for this investigation was “The Song of Wandering

THE QUESTIONNAIRE
DATA WAS COLLECTED
AND CODED.
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"DRAWING
GAVE ME
MORE

"IT

UNDER-
STANDING All'\:"g?rng
THAN READING READ IN
/WRITING
MY OWN
WAY."
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Figure 2: Selected feedback from participants

The project offered a creative alternative to the habitual way of studying poetry in English lessons. The project data indicated a correlation

between students’ visual narratives, which involved their visual literacy skills, and their understanding of poetry.

The study’s outcomes will inform future research into using visual narratives in various educational contexts. For example, my interest in

combining visual narratives and poetry has recently led to collaboration with a spoken word artist and developing a programme of workshops

for young people.
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