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Alert Services 
Save yourself valuable time and get information 
to come to you
Many online resources enable you to create Alerts to keep 
up to date with the latest research in your topic area. 

Key resources which use Alert Services 
include:

Databases 
finding the latest research from journals and 
other publications
Databases are online resources which help you find relevant 
research from journals, books, newspapers and multi-media 
sources. The Library’s Subject help pages provides access 
to the databases relevant to your areas of research. Many 
databases allow you to save your searches to re-run at a 
future time and create alerts for searches. Once an alert is 
created you will be emailed when papers / articles relevant 
to your search are added to the database. You just need to 
create an account (it’s free) on the database to do this – look 
for the ‘sign-in’ option or search the database help option.

Individual journals 
set up alerts to your favourite journals 
You can create alerts for your favourite journals – you will 
be emailed the journal table of contents each time it is 
published. Here are two resources that enable you to set up 
alerts for one or more journal titles:

§§ Zetoc Login into the Zetoc database from the library 
webpages. You can set up personalised email Zetoc 
Alerts or RSS feeds to track the latest articles or journal 
titles related to your research interests. The Zetoc Alert 
guide provides further details

§§ JournalTOCs JournalTOCs is the largest, free collection 
of scholarly journal Tables of Contents. It alerts you when 
new issues of your Followed journals are published. The 
Help Guide provides details of how to search, browse 
and follow journals.

Publisher websites Many publishers of journals enable 
you to register and set up set up content alerts. Search for 
your journal on the internet and look for the option to register 
and set up alerts.

CURRENT AWARENESS 
Keep up to Date with Your Area of Research

Tips for tracking down Grey Literature
Grey literature is both published and unpublished 
research material that is not available commercially. It 
includes research reports, conference proceedings, 
theses, preprints, reports produced by government 
departments, academics and industry. Grey literature 
can be hard to track down but it is an important source 
of information. Here are some tips:

Tips for tracking down  
Conferences and Theses
Conferences, conference proceedings and theses can 
be valuable resources for your research but can be 
tricky to find. Detailed below are links to help you.

THESES

Oxford Brookes theses
A copy of every Oxford Brookes PhD and MPhil 
thesis is deposited with the Library. You can search 
LibrarySearch by author, title or keyword. An 
increasing number of Oxford Brookes theses are also 
available online in our Research Archive, RADAR. You 
can search all publications or select the option Student 
Research and select eTheses. 

Locating theses from other institutions
EBSCO Open Dissertations: An online database of 
open access dissertations and theses, at PhD and 
postgraduate level. Use the advanced search option to 
refine your search. Click on a title to view an abstract 
and find a link to the full text.

British Library’s EThOS project: a theses digitisation 
project. You can search across 500,000+ theses for 
free and download / order full text where available. You 
will need to register and log in if you want to download 
a thesis or to order digitisation of a thesis.

National Library of Australia Trove Service: a free 
repository of Australian material, including almost a 
million Australian theses.

Global Electronic Theses and Dissertation: Search: 
a database of open-access electronic theses and 
dissertations worldwide from the Networked Digital 
Library of Theses and Dissertations.

https://www.brookes.ac.uk/library/subject-help/
https://oxfordbrookes.on.worldcat.org/atoztitles/browse/collections?title=Z
http://zetoc.jisc.ac.uk.oxfordbrookes.idm.oclc.org/alertguide.html
http://zetoc.jisc.ac.uk.oxfordbrookes.idm.oclc.org/alertguide.html
http://www.journaltocs.hw.ac.uk/
http://www.journaltocs.ac.uk/help.php
https://oxfordbrookes.on.worldcat.org/discovery
https://radar.brookes.ac.uk/radar/home.do
https://biblioboard.com/opendissertations/
https://ethos.bl.uk/Home.do
https://trove.nla.gov.au
http://search.ndltd.org/
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Electronic submission of your theses
Our webpages provide details of submitting your thesis 
online to RADAR, including resources for dealing with 
copyright material you want to include in the electronic 
submission of your thesis.

CONFERENCES AND CONFERENCE ALERTS
Resources to help you track future conferences are listed 
below. Do talk to your peers and supervisor for further 
suggestions.

Conference Alerts is a free service which enables you 
to keep up to date with conferences taking place in your 
field. You can search for forthcoming conferences by 
topic or by country. You can also subscribe to a free email 
alerting service to receive updates of conferences which 
match your research interests.

World Conference Alerts is an online service detailing 
conferences, seminars, workshops and other related 
events. Browse by category, country and date. You can 
set up an email alert.

AllConferences.com is a global online conference 
directory which includes details of conferences, 
conventions, exhibits and seminars. You can search by 
category and set up an email alert.

TRACING PUBLISHED CONFERENCE 
LITERATURE
The library subscribes to the following online services 
which enable you to trace published conference literature.

Web of Science: The Web of 
Science database includes 
Conference Proceedings 
Indexes which provide details 
and an abstract of the most 
significant conferences, 
symposia and workshops in the Sciences, Social 
Sciences and Humanities. Login with your Brookes login 
and select the More Settings option below the search box 
if you want to search conference proceedings only. 

Zetoc: Zetoc is an 
online database which 
includes around 16,000 
conference proceedings 
published per year. It is 
updated daily and covers material published since 1993. 
You can search by author, title, keyword or conference 
name

Preprint services | what and where
Preprint services are online archives, or repositories, containing scholarly 
papers that are not yet peer reviewed or accepted by traditional 
academic journals. Preprints enable researchers to find the latest 
research and showcase their own work. As soon it’s posted, a preprint 
becomes a permanent part of the scientific record, citable with its own 
unique DOI. 

Examples of pre-print services:
bioRxiv.org is a free online archive of preprints in Biology and the Life 
Sciences (pronounced bio-archive). The archive has links with PLOS 
publisher of a number of open access journals in the sciences and 
medicine. Authors submitting to PLOS can also post their manuscript to 
bioRxiv 

SocArXiv is an open archive of papers in the social sciences, enabling 
social scientists to upload preprints, working papers and published papers

ArXiv the service provides open access to preprints in a number of 
subject areas, including physics, mathematics, computer science, 
statistics and electrical engineering. It is hosted by Cornell University.

OSF Preprints access to preprints in a broad range of subjects including 
Arts and Humanities, Life Sciences, Business and Architecture

PsyArXiv a preprint service for psychological research, developed in 2016.

NutriXiv a preprint service for nutritional research across life sciences, 
medicine and health sciences.

Additional useful sources of  
grey literature
OpenGrey provides references to grey 
literature produced in Europe, including 
technical and research reports, doctoral 
dissertations, some conference papers 
and official publications. It covers Science, 
Biomedical Science, Technology Economics, 
Social Science and Humanities.

Google Scholar is useful for locating some 
technical and working papers, conference 
proceedings and reports.

Library Search provides access to millions of 
records. Select Libraries Worldwide to extend 
your search beyond Oxford Brookes.

CORE (Commons Open Repository 
Exchange) part of the Humanities Commons 
network, developed in 2013). CORE is an 
open-access repository including articles, 
bibliographies, books, book chapters, 
conference publications, course materials, 
interviews, music, photographs and podcasts.

Directory of Open Access Repositories 
OpenDOAR is a global directory of academic 
open access repositories.

https://www.brookes.ac.uk/library/research/electronic-submission-of-theses---copyright-guidelines/
https://conferencealerts.com
https://www.worldconferencealerts.com/
http://www.allconferences.com
https://oxfordbrookes.on.worldcat.org/atoztitles/browse/collections?title=W
https://oxfordbrookes.on.worldcat.org/atoztitles/browse/collections?title=Z
https://www.biorxiv.org/
https://www.plos.org/
https://socopen.org/welcome/
https://arxiv.org/
https://osf.io/preprints/
https://psyarxiv.com/
https://osf.io/preprints/nutrixiv
http://www.opengrey.eu/
https://scholar.google.co.uk/
https://oxfordbrookes.on.worldcat.org/discovery
https://hcommons.org/core/
https://hcommons.org/core/
https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/opendoar/
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TIPS FROM FELLOW RESEARCHERS 

blog posts, webpages and guides

How to survive your PhD and enjoy it
PhD students at the University of York have developed a series of webpages 
to help fellow PhDs (from anywhere not just at York) get the most out of their 
research experience. The resource includes advice on what they learned along 
the way and what they wished they had known from the beginning. There are 
tips on ‘finding a work groove’, staying motivated, skills development and setting 
boundaries with life outside the PhD.

There are also links to a number of resources and apps. As well as the webpages 
the students produced a very useful guide: ‘Surviving your PhD. Advice for PhD 
students from PhD students’ which summarises their key tips and advice.

Useful blog posts from researchers
How to design an award winning poster This blog post highlights design tips for 
a good poster. The focus is on producing a scientific poster but the key tips on 
the text, the visuals and layout are relevant for all researchers: ‘A good academic 
conference poster serves a dual purpose: it is both an effective networking tool 
and a means by which to articulately communicate your research’.  

How to make the most of an academic conference This post provides a 
checklist of things to do, before, during and after a conference to make the 
most of being there. Tips on networking, contributing to the event, sharing with 
colleagues, reflection time.

Tips for negotiating the peer-reviewed journal publication process This post, 
written by early career researchers, provides tips on negotiating the peer-review 
process, including selection of a journal, awaiting replies, revisions process.

Presenting your research effectively and with confidence Presentation advice 
from winners of the Vitae Three Minute Thesis competition. The winners each had 
to explain their work to hundreds of people within a time limit. 

NEWS AND 
UPDATES 

The Library Hub discover service 
(replaces COPAC) 

This online resource enables 
you to search the combined 
catalogues of 135 UK and Irish 
library catalogues. In a single 
search you can discover the 
holdings of academic and national 
libraries, as well as specialist 
research libraries.

 
Kopernio

Increase your access to research 
papersKopernio is a free, web-
based plugin that provides legal 
one-click access to academic 
journal articles. Once set up, 
the plugin automatically detects 
what individual or institutional 
subscriptions a user already has 
access to and suggests free, 
alternative legal options if not 
available via their institution

 
The UK Data Service

The UK Data Service, funded 
by the Economic and Social 
Research Council (ESRC), 
provides access to many data 
collections including surveys, 
longitudinal studies, UK census 
data, international aggregate, 
business data, and qualitative 
data. A number of webinars will 
take place in November and 
December to introduce users to 
different aspects of the service 
including: Finding and accessing 
data, Key issues in reusing data 
and Data management basics. 
Full details of all the events are 
available here 

https://www.york.ac.uk/research/graduate-school/support/survive-your-phd/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2018/05/11/how-to-design-an-award-winning-conference-poster/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2018/03/16/how-to-make-the-most-of-an-academic-conference-a-checklist-for-before-during-and-after-the-meeting/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2018/11/07/tips-for-negotiating-the-peer-reviewed-journal-publication-process-as-an-early-career-researcher/
https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/presenting-your-research-effectively-and-with-confidence/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=JOG10500&utm_term=post
https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/
https://kopernio.com/
https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/
https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/news-and-events/events
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RADAR’S 10TH ANNIVERSARY
RADAR is the institutional repository of Oxford Brookes University. Its role at Oxford Brookes, like the role of any institutional 
repository, is to preserve and share the digital intellectual products of its home institution.

RADAR does not just passively hold these varied collections. It actively pushes the metadata (authors, titles, dates, etc) that 
describe the documents out into the scholarly ecosystem of aggregators and search engines so that readers, viewers, and 
re-users of these documents can discover RADAR resources in a number of different places. It is evidently successful at 
this, as in the 2018/19 academic year it received over fifty thousand users and more than four hundred and thirty thousand 
page views.

RADAR was launched at Oxford Brookes on 16 October 2009 and a decade later, on 16 October 2019, colleagues 
from Oxford Brookes and beyond gathered together to celebrate its 10th anniversary. Professor Rhona Sharpe, Head of 
Technology Enhanced Learning at the University of Surrey was an important figure in the launch of RADAR in a former 
role as an Educational Developer at Oxford Brookes/Rhona returned to give a great talk on how the role of the academic 
institutional repository has evolved since RADAR was conceived. The current RADAR team also presented a series of 
posters on the services and impacts of RADAR

If you would like to know more about Oxford Brookes’ institutional repository or preserve and share your own work on 
RADAR, please visit the repository at http://brookes.ac.uk/go/radar or contact us at radar@brookes.ac.uk. 

At Oxford Brookes, RADAR preserves and shares:

§§ The Open Access versions of scholarly publications

§§ Teaching materials that can be embedded into our Virtual Learning Environment (Moodle).

§§ The digitised versions of archival documents from our Special Collections 

§§ A diverse range of research data

§§ Our unique collection of Oxford Brookes theses

§§ Electronic copies of past examination papers

§§ A set of postgraduate dissertations

§§ Posters from the annual Get Published! student research conference

§§ The Open Access journal International Journal of Evidence Based Coaching and Mentoring of 
the International Centre for Coaching and Mentoring Studies at Brookes

http://brookes.ac.uk/go/radar
https://radar.brookes.ac.uk/radar/items/05a58c67-7c20-2215-873b-becba86d662f/1
https://radar.brookes.ac.uk/radar/items/ad4eb1da-5cf2-4ba5-8d99-97f827e2c2e1/1/
http://brookes.ac.uk/go/radar

