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Rationale

Supporting productive engagement in online communities is one of the Brookes graduate attributes. From our own experience and through discussion with colleagues we realised that knowledge and understanding in this area varied greatly. Through our research and presentation we wanted to explore what was meant by ‘Explore Effectively in Online Communities’ and how we might begin to support our students in this.

Intended Learning Outcomes

Participants will understand the importance of supporting productive engagement in online communities.

Participants will be aware of a variety of ways of supporting student engagement in online communities.

Participants will have identified which areas of their own subject knowledge need to be developed in order to support student’s engagement in online communities.

Session Plan

First Part 
Introduction to online communities and to Oxford Brookes directives towards enhancing student productive engagement in online communities.

Evaluation of our own level of involvement in online communities: survey of which online communities are most popular amongst tutors and students 
 
Second Part 
      How do we develop our own subject knowledge, as tutors, in the area of online communities?
      
      Discuss barriers to engagement and how to overcome them
      
      Self- evaluation and personal development options

Third Part  
       How can we support students to engage productively in relevant online communities?
Practical activity: how would we use a given online community to enhance student learning in our courses?
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Colleagues were asked to complete a survey detailing their knowledge and current use of online communities.
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