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The winner of the first £5,000 Booker Prize for fiction will be
chosen from among the following six novels. The authors are in
alphabetical order:

Fipures in a Landscape by Barry England (Jonathan Cape)
Impossible Object by Nicholas Mosley (Hodder & Stoughton)

The Nice and the Good by Iris Murdoch EChatto & Windus)
Something to Answer For by P.H. Newby (Faber & Faber)

The Public Image by Muriel Spark (Macmillan)

From Scenes Like These by Gordon M, Williams (Secker & Warburg)

The terms of reference for the 1969 prize are 'the best novel,
in the opinion of the judges, to have been published between

1 December 1967 and 30 November 1968', The judges are W.L.
Webb (Chairman), Dame Rebecca West, Stephen Spender, Professor
Frank Kermode and David Farrer. Here are W.L. Webb's comments,
both in general and on the six short-listed novels:

"The judges considered sixty-two novels, a number which they
reduced fairly easily to fourteen, and more slowly to six.

The trouble was not that there were too many good novels, but
that so many of them were evenly middling - talented but
confused, flawed but interesting: typical examples, in short,
of that large literary middle class that makes English fiction
so readable and respectable, so rarely exciting or inspiring.

"In fact, it wasn't a good year. Many of the established
writers produced work that was notably less than their best,
and there were no newcomers of arresting originality or sure
promise. Of the six that remained, the runners-up, some
finished more easily than others, but all had the staying
quality that finally overrode objections on points of form,

"Figures in a Landscape by Barry England, follows to the bitter

end a manhunt through harsh country somewhere in south-east Asia,
In a quite straightforward way, it was surely the most exciting
novel published last year, and for a first novel, remarkably
confident and technically accomplished. Beyond that, the
judges were impressed with something strikingly up-to-date in

the author's sensibility and style, which doesn't just imitate
the techniques of another medium, but seems to have evolved a
proper literary analogue of the violent and nervous immediacy

of the hand-held camera.,












