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Using Abstracts of Academic journals in Business Source Complete 

 
 Abstracts are short summaries of articles.  They normally say what the article is about, 

describe any research methods used and give a brief summary of the findings.  Abstracts 
are very useful when deciding whether an article will be useful to you, save yourself 
money by always reading the abstract before you print an article. 

If you are doing a big piece of research or dissertation, you should read all the relevent 
article abstracts, even if you don’t read the full article.  By doing this you will have a good 
idea of the current research trends, methods and findings in your area.  

Once you have narrowed down your search results using the tools in the searching and 
keywords help sheets, you should have a manageable number.  You can now use the 
Abstracts to decide which articles to read. 

 

Full Text is another way of describing a whole article.  If you want to read an article, you 
need to have access to the full text version.  If an article is not available in full text, you 
may only be able to see the title, abstract, authors and some other details. 

I have 33 of the most relevant, 
high quality articles.  I can 

scroll through them all and pick 
the best ones to read.  

Use the titles and abstracts to 

decide which articles to read.   
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 There are a few ways to get hold of articles and books which are not available in the 
library.  If you cannot find an article through Full Text Finder, the library may be able to 
borrow it from another library for you, this is called inter-library loan (ILL).  

If you want the article for your dissertation, you may be able to access it through the 
Bodleian.  Information about these options is available on the library website, or you can 
ask a librarian for help. 

Some publishers restrict access to their most recent articles using an embargo delaying a 
journal becoming available for 6 – 18 months.  As far as possible we have obtained 
access to non-restricted journals.  If you find you cannot access a recent article, you may 
have to wait a few months before reading it. 

 

Some articles are not available 
in Business Source Complete, 

click the Full Text Finder link to 

see if it is available elsewhere.  

Click on the title of the 
article to see more 

information about it.   

Most articles are available in 
Business Source Complete, 

click here to start reading.  

This is the Full Text Finder, it looks for 
full text versions of the article in all 
our databases and lists them here.  

If no results are listed for 
an article you want to read, 
ask your librarian for other 

ways to access it.   

This article is available 
in Science Direct, click 

here to go straight to it.   


