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Mr. ilarold Macmillan 18th March, 1969
A.De Maclean

LHis BOOKER FRIZE

You may have heard that Booker Bros, McConnell, the big
sugar, rum etc. group, have been investing in authors e.g. Ian
Fleming, Agatha Christie and Ceorgette Heyer in the last few
years. They are now giving a large annual prize of £5,000 for
the best novel publizhed in the preceding year., The judges
are:

Bill webb, Literary sditor of the Guardian. Chairman.
Daume Rabecca Jest

Cteplien Spendar

Prank Kermode, Prefessor and Literary <Jritiec.

vavid Parrer, sublisher, wecioer and .arourg.

Tney plan to anndounce tha Jinner andl piresent the Prize on
the evening; of Juesday, <2ad wpril at ‘he Lraper's Hall. it
is proposel thev the announceucny i3 made at 8 p.ls when there
will be short speeches by the i'resident of the ,ublishers
Associntion (Peter du .autoy,), the Chairman 0. 3ookers and
Stephen . pender &s vhiel Judge. This will be followed by a
buffet supper.

Bookers, having failed to get H.M. The wwueen to present the
Prize, would be very pleased if you would care to do so. They
would hope that you would speak for four or five minutes.

I think the Booker Irize is an altogether admirasble idea,
and they are spending a lot of amoney and taking a lot of trouble
over it, we know that Muriel Spark's THE PUBLIC IMiG. is one of
the six finalists, but it seems unliikely that she will get it. I
don't $hink they would have asked you to present the Frize if the
winner was a Macmillan author. I hops, however, that you will
feel able toamceppt the invitation.

I attach some notes about the Prize gogether with a copy of
a letter which George Hardinge wrote to Michael Adeane when they

were approaching the wueen.





