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The Dorset House School of Occupational Therapy is the
outcome of an idea evolved by Dr. Elizabeth Casson in 1930.

‘When | first qualified as a doctor | decided that

| would take up psychological medicine, and went to

one of the best mental hospitals as a clinical assistant.

| had been used enough to busy people when

| was house-property managing under Octavia Hill,

and to ill people in bed when | was a medical student,
but I found it very difficult to get used to the atmosphere
of bored idleness in the day rooms of the mental hospital.
Then, one Monday morning, when | arrived at the
women's wards | found the atmosphere had completely
changed and realised that preparations for Christmas
decorations had begun, and all the patients were working
happily in groups, using all their artistic talents

with real interest and pleasure. | knew from that moment
that occupation was an integral part of treatment and
must be provided.'

Dr. Casson was not interested in occupation as a

pastime only. She believed that, as a treatment, occupations
should meet the creative, recreative, social and vocational
needs of the patients. She often quoted the words of

Sir Robert Jones, referring to occupational therapy for
physical conditions:

‘If a patient's former trade or employment is a suitable
one he is put to use tools he understands. Ot.herwise some
occupation suitable for his disability and curative in its
character is found for him.'
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ROSEMARY HOUSE,

CATTERICK,
YORKSHIRE
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Obituary

LOTTE KUEMMEL

Many of those who trained at Dorset
House, when it was situated in the huts
at the Churchill Hospital, Oxford, will be
saddened to hear of the death of Mrs
Lotte Kuemmel in March 1994, aged 96
years.

Mrs Kuemmel came to England as a
refugee from Germany in 1939 and in
1943 joined Dorset House, at its
wartime home in Bromsgrove, as a craft
teacher. She moved with the school to
Oxford at the end of the war and
remained on the staff until her retire-
ment in 1962. She taught weaving and
other crafts, and was a very efficient
organiser of many aspects of the school
life, particularly of the arrangements for
practical exams, including vivas, which

involved groups of students acting as
patients, many lists and much moving of
students from hut to hut.

Many people will remember Mrs
Kuemmel ‘cooking’ the edges of their
wobbly looking rugs and being sent, by
her, during the termly ‘blitzing” of the
weaving huts to look for missing thread-
ing hooks.

Mrs Kuemmel had a wide range of
interests, including music and, throuy,
out her long retirement, during which she
suffered several periods of serious ill-
ness, she continued to produce beautiful
and very original woven articles. These
include a curtain for the chapel at Mans-
field College, Oxford, which she wove
during her 90th year.

Jill Freston,
Oxford Brookes University.

British Ji al of Occupational Therapy, May 1994, 57(5)

Lotte Kuemmel
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301-1592 lrafalger St,

Vancouver.B.C.

Dear Mrs Kuemmel,

You will no doubt be

very surprised to be hearing from me after
all this time, since I qualified in 1952.
In fact you have probably quite forgotten
the notorious N.0.P.S. of that year!
I saw in the English Journal the other
day that you were leaving, and wanted to
add my "Goodwishes" for a very Happy
Retirement.I know you will be
missed by many Staff and dozens of Studentd
that have passed thru' Dorsst House during
the mény years you have been there.

anada you see, and came to

Vancoueer in 1958.At the moment I'm in

Charge of the Dept. at the General Hospital

here, and have two ex-D.H. Staff with me,
Joan Steen and Jenny Handford. lou may
remember them.

I returned to Engdand for a holiday last
sSummeyr but was unable to attend the

re-union in London.




Last Ninter I met Joan Polson out here,
she was on the 3taff at D.H.in 1952, but
then took & Physiotherapy Course, and now
works at & Rheumatiod Hospital in B.C.

It really is a very small world.

Please renember me to Miss wacdoneld and

any other Staff who m&y rememoer ne."ith

renewed good wishes for the future,




LIST OF THOSE WHO COULD NOT ATTEND.

(& Um.;)

Miss SeB. Dickinson

Miss B. Tilly

Mrs. M. Zair

Mrs. E. Brimelow

Mrs. Spicer (nee Smyth)
Mrs. Jones (nee Lambert)
Mrs. Wilson (nee Thomson)
Mrse Manly (nee Walton)
Miss Weissell

Mrs. Chase (nee Onslow)E
Miss M. Elwood

Miss Challoner

Mrs. Vidler

Mrs. Re.Wheeler

Mrs. Montagu Jones (

Miss P. Brockbank)

Miss V. Chantrill

Mrs. J. Butler

Hiss D. Swan

Mrs. Towers (nee Schlapfer)
Mrs. Wranghem

Mrs. Alderson (nee Buckler)
Miss Pe Faulks

Mrs. Sugden (nee Robinson)
Mrs. Bett (nee Ball)
e

Mrs. Jones (nee Roberts)
Mrse Taylor (nee Ewin)
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