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At the end of 1992, less 
than 18 months after the 
Enterprise Trust were 
forced to vacate the build-
ing, it was transferred 
into private ownership. 

Documents in the Wirral 
Archive show that the 
council sold the build-
ing and land freehold for 
£10,000 (£20,000 in today’s 
money). Wirral Borough 

Council also supplied 
the new owner, Stanton 
Marine, with a substantial 
grant to ‘assist in the re-
furbishment of the former 
Laird School of Art’.

BIRKENHEAD: THE LAIRD ENTERPRISE TRUST
A Space of Hope?

Changing attitudes
It was about changing attitudes via hope and the boosting of civic 
pride, and encouraging people to realize their potential. These feelings 
are pertinent in present day Birkenhead, which is developing similar 
plans with a focus on culture-led, community enterprise, and an explicit 
attention to local senses of pride.

Image of the Laird Building by long-time Gibson collaborator, 
Jonathan Bean. Used with permission.

Make Birkenhead
Despite being a short-lived and fragile initiative, the Laird Enterprise 
Trust is interesting for many reasons. It engages key socio-political 
issues of capital and class, and the shifting concept of ‘enterprise’. It 
raises questions about the notion of community ‘assets’ and the support, 
skills and finance required to ensure sustainable community ownership. 


