Women and the State

Much of women's organizing was a response to
the largescale clearance and redevelopment ena-
bled by the post-war planning powers granted to
Birmingham City Council from the central state.
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Adding women'’s experiences
to the planning process

Although many earlier women's campaigns had been
firmly self-led and independent from the City Council (the
state), BfP Women's group explicitly aimed to influence
policy in order for women’s experiences and needs to be
integrated into the future planning system.
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Planning was
in the air

A female City Council planner de-
scribes how “women and planning
was In the air at the time” and in the
1990s a small pot of money was given
to the planning department to form

a Women in Planning consultation
group to promote women in planning.
The City Council also provided some
funding for BfP Women's Group and

: set up womens' participatory plan-
ning events via their Women’s Unit
(1981 -1997).
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