BIRMINGHAN

Women's Hidden
Histories

Women's planning needs and strug-
gles are often hidden from history.
Birmingham for People Women's
Group worked from 1989 to the mid
1990s to ensure women's voices and
needs were included 1n the planning

Women's voices can
be lost even within
community campaigns...

“Right from the beginning | was
quite critical of how the men’s
voices were heard and women’s voices
weren’t. So a group of women emerged from
the Birmingham for People group to set up
a separate group... to carve out a role for
ourselves.” (BFP WOMEN’s GROUP).
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A Circularity of Struggle

BfP Women’s Group wanted women’s experiences to
be integrated into mainstream planning processes,
but instead we see a circularity whereby the

same issues are fought for again and again, with
demands re-emerging in different parts of the city
at different times. Ideas and struggles can be lost
between generations as constant redevelopment
and changing governments erase previous wins.
This means that the historical thread of women's
community planning is more of a circularity based
on repetition, rather than a linearity marking
progress: a sporadic and repetitive history shaped
by erasure and forgetfulness — yet kept alive by
women's determination, imagination and solidarity
that continue to drive women's demands for a
people-friendly city.
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Spaces of Hope workshop with Birmingham women 2022. SOURCE DEBBIE HUMPHRY

Hidden histories

had limited engagement from diverse

Hidden within women'’s hidden histories ethnic groups, which we are seeking to
are those of black and brown women. redress through a follow-on project in I
Unfortunately, even our own workshops Birmingham on spaces of safety and joy. Daily News 1989. Courtesy Jude Bloomfield.
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