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Organising and Campaigning

The inquiry was set up to consider a single planning
application, not the alternative futures for the area.

The inspector recommended approval of the airport
scheme and referred to the People’s Plan as an
‘interesting contribution’ but not a plan ‘in the usual
planning sense’. But that didn't stop efforts to make the
Plan happen starting with a public launch and a copy
going to all households in the area.

Sue Brownill

- P

The Royal Albert Dock
Industrial Development

JDAG archive at Museum of London in Docklands

Develop Local
Industry

The GLC progressed it's plans for an

industrial centre on the North side

of the Albert Dock to include the co-
op zone and maritime centre. In 2023
much of this site was still empty after
the failure of the ABP proposals.

Open the
Door to Shed

A 5-a-side soccer
tournament was held 1n
Shed 4 to show how 1t
could work as a sports
centre. The shed was
demolished and the site is
still empty in 2023.
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matters will become worse with the
new plans for rate-capping.

It’s outsiders who gain

The second big problem comes with
the familiar face of the LDDC. They
have bought up large tracts of landin

and around the docks. But they have

After the
Tower
BlOCKS

Newham Council's decision to
demolish Ronan Point and its eight
sister blocks has been widely publi-
cised. No-one in Docklands has been
shedding tears over the loss of these
ugly dangerous blocks with their un-
reliable lifts, cockroach infestation
and lack of play areas. We will be
better off without them.

Big question

But the demolition of the blocks
raises one very big question. If they
a > be knocked down, where will
eople who currently occupy
them go?

The council is committed to re-
housing the tenants of the tower
blocks. But the council waiting list
is already massive and government
cutbacks together with the LDDC
plans to hand over the docks to
property speculators and business-
men mean that it will be very dif-
ficult for the council to create suit-
able alternative accommodation.
Delays in demolition are the most
likely consequence.

Get together

There is an urgent need for the
tenants, the Tower Block Action
Groups, the councillors, and those
campaigning around the People’s
Plan to get together to demand that
land and money be allocated to
provide for the rehousing of those
whose homes will be demolished

Affordable, attractive public
housing is one of the major issues of
docklands. Only by joining forces
in a unified concerted campaign
can we get our case across. Thetime

to act is now

Newham Tower Blocks Tenant's Cam-
paign, 12 Gannon Point, Freemasons Rd,
E16.Open Tues 1-4; Weds 9-12and 6-8;Fri
9-12. Tel 474 3957 during office hours, 471
5324/470 1811 other times.
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little interest in seeing this land used
for council housing. There is no fast
profit in that.

The LDDC call the private
housing they are planning ‘cheap’
but at £40,000 per house they clearly
have a different definition of that
word from most Docklanders.
Recent surveys have shown that with
house prices at thelevelsshownin the
table below only 20% of new house
purchases in the area are made by
local people. Less than 5% come
from the council waiting list. It is
people from outside the borough
who are buying the new houses being
built. 95% of them are in full time
jobs, many are in professional or
managerial positions. Meanwhile
for those already living locally the
housing crisis continues with almost
no council houses built in thelast two
years.

Houses with gardens

The People’s Plan supports Newham
Council’s  proposals for council
housing on the Northsside of Victoria
Dock and on a land bridge across it.
The Plan also suggests the opening
up of the south side of the KGV so
that the community there can
expand to the dock edge. Houses
with gardens that use the amenities
of the river at rents that can be
afforded by local people - that’s
what is needed; and that’s what the
Plan is campaigning for.
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SHED 4’
DOGKSIDE
SOGGER

Last July, over a thousand people took partin amajor five-a-side football
tournament at the Royal Victoria Dock. The competition was organised
in Shed 4 which, as most Docklanders know, is a huge building just across
the road from the Thames barrier. It has one of the largest unsupported

roofs in Europe.

Converting the Shed
Local people have long argued thata
converted Shed 4 would be just the
answer to the urgent need foramajor
sporting and leisure venue in the
area. The football tournament
certainly proved their point.

It was organised by Bill Davis and
Frank Lester with help from the

f

made available the files on their five-
a-side league. Dave Warne, Keith
and Terry, who run junior teams and
scout troops, also lent their support.
Ten years'’ filth

On top of this there was the matter of
getting Shed 4 into a fit state to host
the big event. This was no mean feat.
The shed had not been used for more

The Shed 4 team takes a break.
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success. Charlie  Flemwel
Mayor of Newham, was there to
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than ten years. It was filthy with
inches of dust, debris and bird
droppings on the floor. The West
Silvertown fire brigade came to the
rescue. They assisted a small group
of local school leavers in cleaning the
place by hosing down the floor.
Organising a tournament of this
size entailed obtaining a consider-
able amount of equipment: Apart
from goalposts and nets, benches,
barriers, portable toilets and skips to
dispose of the rubbish were all
required. Chris Amos and Terry
King of the Borough’s Leisure and
Parks Department were invaluable
in getting it all together.
Mayor ‘amazed’
Come the day of the tournament
everything was more or less ready
and the event was judged to be 4

a
the

watch the proceedings and delivered
his verdict: “The quality of the foot-
ball was amazing’

tournament  showed in
practice the potential for Shed 4.
However its organisers are not
resting on their laurels. Provided

Newham Docklands Forum/
People’s Plan Centre. Bill and Frank
are both locals. They are fully aware
of the lack of local sporting and
leisure facilities. There is notasingle
full-size football pitch in South
Docklands, nor venues for cricket,
athletics, netball, rounders or BMX
racing. Youth clubs in the area are
very poorly provided for

£1 Million Insurance
It wasn't easy to get a tournament
organised in Shed 4. The LDDC
didn’t help by insisting that the
organisers pay a £500 deposit and
obtain £1 million of insurance. Most
of the cash was raised locally
although the GLC provided a small
grant

Then there was the problem of
getting the teams together. John
Burke of the Metropolitan Police
Juvenile Bureau helped out here. He

they can get permission from the
LDDC

series of ev

ey are planning a whole
ts there throughout this
year. Benefit concerts, sports days,
drama and dance, exhibitions, fetes,
and festivals may all be
there soon. Watch that

Lend a hand

The People’s Plan  Centre is
campaigning for the ouncil’s
proposals for the future of the qul\_
to include these vital points. Only if
we are successful can one of East
London’s most important resources
be utilised to the full by the people
who really need it: the Docklanders
who have suffered for so long from
lack of investment and services. We
need your help in this campaign.
Various working parties have been
set up to develop proposals around
various aspects of the Royal's future.
Will you lend us a hand? Simply tick
the box by the area in which you are
interested and we will get in touch.
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| am particularly
interested in
the People's Plan

I proposals for:
Housing
Recreation
Industry
Transport
Training

Name
I Address

ITe|ephone (if any)
Please return this form to: Ti
[l People’s Plan Centre, 10 Pie
Parade, North  Woolwich,
Ll,ondon E16. Tel. 476 6692.
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Buy the Docks

Getting control of the land was key. The
GLC proposed to buy the Royals from
the Port of London Authority (PLA) to
bring the land under democratic control
and use any increase in values to fund
the 1deas in the Plan. A Campaign to
Buy the Docks was set up and even sent
a delegation to the PLA head offices

in Tilbury to put their case. But the
Government instead insisted the land
was sold to the LDDC.
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ommunity
Businesses

People worked hard to

make some of the Plan’s

1deas happen on the ground.
Childcare and training centres
were set up and support was
provided for local groups such
as Community Links to run
them. There were community
run businesses like the
Community Launderette in
Pier Parade.
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The Story tells us...

The story of trying to make the Plan
happen shows how political wil],

land and finance determine which
regeneration visions get built. But it also
shows how even if they are not built
alternatives can be kept alive through
local organising and campaigns.
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People’s Plan’s is funded by the Arts
and Humanities Research Council.
Award Number AH/T00729X/1
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