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Booker Prize 1970

Notes of a lieeting held on 6 November 1966

At the meeting in the Booker Flat at the St. James's

Hotel on 6 Wovember, which was attended by Mark Longman,
Jocelyn Baines, John llurphy, Marilyn tdwards and Gecorge
Hardinge, the following first thoughts and initial suggestions
were nade about publicity for the scecond Booker Prize:-

i It was thought that therc should be a small, private
drinks party, to which the literary ceditors and in cach
casc the appropriatce gossip columnists (i.o, a total
of two pcople from cach pnpor) should be invited to mecct
the PA aznd the Bookers Bools Committee in an attempt
to onlist their support in genceral and thedir good-will,
since they arc all pcople with a genuinc interest in
books and literaturc who are likely to take a sympathetic
attitude towards the prizc. The ncwspapers to be
invited would, on first thoughts, be the QObscrver, the
Sunday Times, the Sunday Tclcecgraph, thce Daily Telcgraph,
the Times and the Guardian.

—————

25 It was suggested that somec sort of outside poll should
be run after the pancl had announced their short list,
so that there nmight be, so to spcak, an alternative
winner sclected by a body such as the Library Association
or thce Bookscllecrs Association. Or possibly the poll
might be run by a national or provincial paper, such as
the EZvening Standard or thce Scotsman.

i As regards point-of-sale publicity material, it was
suggested that Ross Higgins should be asked to give his
advice about what should be done and what should be
offercd to bookseclling shops in general, cxcept for
W.H., Smith shops. As regards W.H. Smith shops, it
was agrced that Mark Longnan would talk to Troughton
and try to arrange for Smith's to producc their own
material suitced to the 3ooker Prizce.

I As regards the party for the announcernient, it was
thought that a privatc housc within, say, 10 miles of
central London and preferably with literary associations

might be a promising and unusual wvcenuc. Various houscs
werce suggested. There was somce doubt as to whether

we should take the cheapest and casicst and most practical
way out, i.c. a drinks party frec tc the gucsts, or
whether, at the other cond of the scale, we should give

a huge ball and gencral brouhaha with cxponsive tickets.

The next mceting of the Committee was arranged for 3.30 p.n.
on 4 Deccember, to be held at the Booker Flat.







