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ME/EG
Miss Mli~zabeth Bowen, CBE,

’ear Miss Bowsen, J

Booker Prize 1972.

Thank you for your letier of 15 April snd for returning the corrected
biographical details. I am glad that you are happy about the eholiee
of the other Jjudges and that the panel is to be restricted to three.

1 new enclose a copy of the lules wlich we send to publishers,and

whick siould be fairly self-ex; lenatory. There is one point which the
Man:gecent Committee hus asked me to mske: if any question should arise
iz un individual Judge's mind as to the eiiglbility of a book,either
subuitted Ly a publisher or called in by another juige, he should inform
the Aduinistrator who will then seek the opinions of the other two judfes.
in the event of a difference of opinion smajority opinion will prevail.

It ie extrenely important that the judges should be satisfied as to the
elipibility of « short-listed or winning title, as the decision of the
Jjudges ahall be binding (mee cluuse Z in the Rules).

You will eee Irum cluuses 3t amd 3¢ that judgee mey cell in any novel
deemed cligible published between 1 July and 23 lovember 1972; and te
aid them in this publishers are invited to sutmit lista of up to four
titles that they feel will quelify as possible entries for the prize.

The judges may not call in any titles after 1 September 1972. As shown
in cluase 3a, publishers muy submit up to 2 titles with publicatiom dates
between 31 July and 23 November 1972 which should be submitted by 1 July.
I hope that this seems clear.

The prize was created inm 1968 by Booker-McConnell Lid and ths ublishers
Association and will last for seven years with renewal of that peried
possibly at the end of the seven years. In 1969 the prize was awarded to
Polle Newby for ‘Something to Answer For'; im 1970 it went to Bernice
mbems for 'The Elected Member'; im 1971 the winner was V. S. Naipaul
for *In a Free State'.

I look forward to being in touch with you shortly.
With very best wishes,
Yours sincerely,
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