
The fruit of discord? Saba senegalensis 

use by chimpanzees and local people in 

southeastern Senegal 

 

Western Chimpanzees in Senegal, West Africa 
 

• Western Chimpanzee (Pan troglodytes verus) is facing local 

extinction in Senegal, with less than 400 individuals1. 

• More than 56% of Senegal’s human population lives in rural 

areas, where they rely on forest products. 

• Chimpanzees are threatened by competition with humans over 

access to natural resources, including Saba senegalensis fruit1. 

• The Jane Goodall Institute Spain runs a programme to conserve 

chimpanzees in the Dindefelo Community Nature Reserve 

(RNCD), Kedougou region, southeastern Senegal2. 
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Saba senegalensis: a key fruit 

For chimpanzees: 
 

It is the most essential fruit resource 

during the transition between the 

dry and wet season3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chimpanzees are the most 

important seed dispersers. 

For humans: 
 

It is an important source of income 

when crop stores are exhausted4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The human exploitaition to supply 

external markets is unsustainable4. 

Actions by the JGI (2012) 
 

To make this fruit available for people and 

chimpanzees in the RNCD2: 

• Protection of gallery forests 

• Awareness campaign of sustainable and non-

destructive harvest methods 

• Community managed Saba plantations 
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Need for an updated understanding 
 

Field work (May-July 2017) in the RNCD to: 

1) Evaluate the importance of Saba 

2) Assess spatiotemporal differences in harvest 

3) Identify factors related to collection 

4) Estimate the amount extracted  

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Presence/absence of 
seeds in faeces 

• Fruit trails 

Biological 
methods 

• Semi-structured 
interviews 

• Participant obervation 

Social 
sciences 
methods 

 

 

 

Results 

- Integrated 
to the JGI 
strategies 

- Influence 
regional 

action plans 
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