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9th February 1973

The Lord Hardinge of Penshurst
Maomillan Compeny Ltd

Little Ressax Atreet

London WC 2

Dear Ceocrge

Thank you for semding the cepy of your letter to
David Holloway.

Firstly, I would say that it 12 dangerous to baae
your argusment on the fact that enly one title was
actually put back to the autumn on account of the
Prize, Xt may be that David Holloway could produce
evidence te the contrary, and then by implieation we
should go into reverse. Or at lsast ssrieusly
reconsider, But to my mind there's a far more
important point than that. Sursly our rules were
‘Wade precisely so that publishers would be induosd to
bring out their potential prisewinnera in the autuan?
And now you are arguing the opposite. This point -
seems to me fundamental to the whole issus and quite
apart from whether you and I understand each other
(or for that matter agree with sach othed) it sasms
to mo essential that the whole of our commitiee should
fully understand what we're doing and why.

One further point soncerns the first paragraph on

your page 2. You say that the panel is free to call

in novels published from Jamuasry lat cmwards. That ia
the case, of course, but I think it is perhaps even

more important to underline the faot that the publisher
is invited to call the attentiom of the panel to specifie
novels publiished in that period,

I've sent a copy of this to Marilya and suggest she
should forward it ¢o the other committee members 17
she ases fit.

Yours aver

cc Miss Marilyn Edwards
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