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EDWIN: (ComT'D)
The Cezanne =xhibition has its last

at the Laing Art Gallery j

tomeorrow. Then i avels to London where

it opens e Hayward Gallery on

ovember.
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MELVYN: The short list for this years!

Booker Prize has just been announced.
This is the most lucrative prize in
Fnglend for any novelist, worth £5,000.
So far it has had a rather edd history.
Fer example, neither P.G. Wodehouse,
Angus Wilson, nor Anthony Powell, nor

Kingsley Amis have been on the short list.

There does se=m a constan®t indecision
about the prige: whether to give it to
the most promising - as sometimes happens.
Or the worthiest, as nearly always happens
te prizes in BEnglish letters. O simply
to the best writer around - which never
happens eften enough. However, having
said that, the short list this year locks

well balanced and interesting./
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There is 'The Dressmaker' by Beryl Bainbridge,
'The Black Prince! by Iris Murdech, 'A Creen
Equinox!' by Elizabeth Mavor, and !'The Siege
of Krishnapur' by J.G. Farrell./
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Looking at it as a four-horse race, which
we are invited to do over the next few
weeks while the Committee come vo a decision
abeut the winner, I would back Trisfvy Murdoch

very heavily./ It seems to me that since

(3 next)
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MELVYN: (CONT!'D)

her novel 'An Accidental Man' - which is

the best novel she has written I think -~

she has come right back into form and

has re—cedekdimieed herself as a very
navelrs

formidable weaisbes=, both highly intelligent

and totally entertaining./
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J.G. Farrell is a strong writer, with
'The Siege of Krishnapur! faithfully
regsearched and economically written fiction

about an incident in our imperial past/-
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Farrell is leagues ahead of the normal
historical novelist and is meking a preper
place for himself with this kind of

meticulous and well-researched fiction.

The two dark horses are Beryl Bainbridge/

Caption: Bainbridge

with her very tense and contemperary novel,

and/ Blizabeth Mavor with her subtle,

Caption: Mavor
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emtremely civilised book./
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The winner will be announced on 28th

November; but, of course, the big

prize for literature is t
worth about £45,00

el Prize,
d, fer the first
time for 2 ears, it has gone to an

Engl#€h borr. novelist, Patrick White./
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Patrick White has lived most of his

in Australia, in a state of si against
s sometimes.

of the artist

journalists, and even frie
He is an extreme exam

who insists on bej#e alone, private, and/
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though we'!ll again te get a televisien

interview pHlen he comes to collect the prize



