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BO0KER         PH   I   Z   E        S   HORT        L   I   ST

The  wirmer  of  the  5th  fL,5,OOO  Booker  Prize   for   fiction  will  be   chc)sen
from  among  the   following  four  short-list,ed  novels:

'The  Dressmaker.   by  Beryl  Bainbridge   (Duckworth)
'The  Black  Prince'   by  Iris  Murdoch  (Chatto)
'A  GI`een   Equinox'   by  Elizabeth  Mcavor   (M.Joseph  &  Wildwood  fTouse)
'The  Siege  of  Krishnapur'   by  J.   G.   Farrell   ('`'Jeidenfeld)

The  terms  of  reference  for  the  1973  prize  are  'the  best  full-len(?th
novel  in  the  opinion  of  the   judges'.       The  period  from  which  books  h[ive
been   judged  was  i  January  19'73  to   28   November   19'73.        The   judges   are

Karl  Miller   (ChairTnan)
Mary  Mccarthy
Edna  O'Brien

Karl  Miller  says:      'We  hfive  m€ide  the  short  list  shorter  than  it  has
sometimes  been  in  the  past.       But,   in  fact,   we   found  several  strong
candidates  for  it,   and  it  wasn't  easy  to   settle  on  these   four.       There
were  a  number  of  interesting  novels  by  established  writers  to  talce
account  of ,   but  the   judgLis  felt  that  certain  less  familiar  names  dicl
more   than  hold   their  own.     The  high  prc)portion  of  women  on   the   shc>rt
.I.ist   should  not  be  taken  as  a  clumsy  bow  in  the  direction  of  'i//omen's
Lib,   nor  as  a  reflection  of  the  fact  that  two  of  the  three  Judges  this
year  were  women.        This  is  not  meant.   to  be   the  Year  of   the   .!\uthol`ess,
cnd  there  can  be  little  doubt   that  much  of  the  best   fiction  it\.  this
countr`y  i6  currently  being  written  by  women.

'The  Dressmaker  is  a  beautifully  c)bserved  and  wholly  original   Lr-,tudy
oft` e   Power   0 respec tability  and  propriety.       It  deals  with  the  lives
of   the   two  women  in  Liverpool  during  the  Second  World  War,   one  of  t,hem
principled  and  strict,   t,he  other  wayward  and  generous,   and  with  the
effect  of  the  family  code  on  their  niece's  love-affair`  with  a  vapid
American  soldier.       I  believe  that  a  jour.nalist  has  pointed  out  th€\t
working-class  lives  were  never  like  that.       The  opposite  seems  to  be
true:     this  is  not  only  a  gripping  book  but  a  truthful  one.
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'Iris  Murdoch's  novel  The  Black  Prince  needs  r  ther  less  in  the
w€i.y  of  introduction.     This  is  a  further  exam  le  of  the  vein  of  social
comedy  which  has  to  come  to  the  fore  in  her  recent   fiction  -  the  manners
and  machinations  of  a  certain  kind  of  London  intelligentsia  with  lotLq
of  characters  and  lots  of  plot  -  and  it  struck  me  as  one  of  the  be3t
things  she  has  done.

'A  Green  Equinox  is  likely  to  strike  some  readers  as  affected  and
Fr-e-pos  erous.       Those,   however,  who  survive  the  discovery  that  the
leadin,`>  ladies  have  names  like  Hero  Kinoull  and  Belle  Shafti`,   and  tli.\t
there  is  a  good  deal  of  play  with  the  history  ol-the  Rococo,     ay  \.+ell
decide,   as  I  did,   that   this  is  a  buoyant  and  witty,   and  r`ither  speci``L1,
book.       They  may  even  be  able  to  live  with  the   fact  that  a  gardening
grandmother  figures  ant)ng  the  large  number  of  love  objects  which  it
contains.     The  naTnes  and  amours  are  a  bit   like  those  of  the  earlier
Iris  Murdoch,   but  Elizabeth  Mavor  goes  her  own  way.       Her  book  is  full
of  English  idiosyncrasy  and  of  English  nonsense  and  intellif3ence.

aegwK:::i:p¥e±:oif:::::c#L novel  which  gives  an
the  British  Raj  stuck  to  their

guns  during  the  Indian  Mutiny,weathering  months  of  onslaui3ht  and     .
attrition.       The  sepoys  very  nearly  nail   them  and  musket  balls  L7nd
cholera  clain  most  of  the  garrison  before  they  are  bumblingly  r`elievred.
rj.the  story  is  at  once   exciting  anddeeply  considered.       It  is  true  that
there  is  some  impression  of  research  and  reconstl.uctic>n,   and  of  tour
ie.  ££££±,   but  these  are  real  people,   and  the  narrative  shows  a
delightful  novelistic  gift  and  iB  rich  in  ironies.      The  high  culture
of  British  India's  ruling  61ite  i6  elegantly  displayed,  and  is  seen  t,o
be  overtaken  by  futility  as  much  a6  by  force  of  amis.     The  'oesieged,
soriie  of  whom  take  time  off  to  think  about   poetry  and  phronolc)gy,   are
hel`oic  and  absurd. I

Biographical  details  of  short-listed  authors  attached.

The  announcement  of  the  winner  will  be  made  on  the  evening  of
28  November,   when  the  cheque  and  a  trophy  will  be  presented  to   the
winner  by  Lord  Butler  at  a  Dinner  at  the  Cafd Royal.

Foe   [uRTRER   INFOENATloN   ANI]   pHOTOGRAPHs   or   TRE   TRopFT   PLEASE  CONTACT:

Marilyn  Edwards
The  National  Book  League,
7  Albemarle  Stl`eet,
London  WIX   488

01  493  9001    or  01  499  1805



BICX3RAPHICAI.   DFTAII.S   0F   SHORT-LISTD   AUTHORS

IV¥±han¥iE#,Yagr::£,i:a::::LP::i
She  was  married  and  has  three  children.
Her  occupations  include  painting  which
Victoriana.       Her  first  published  novel
in  1966  and  her  second  Another  Part  of
Duckworth  published
wrote ,

and  educated  in  Formby  and  at
and  at  Arts  Educational  Scllool  Ltc]i.

She  was  an  actress  for  ten  yciars.
She  exhibits,   and  collecting
W.®ek-end  with  Claude

the  Wood   in  19
appe`ur®d

.       In  l972
Harriet  Said  which  in  fact  w{is  the  first  novel  she

Iris  Murdoch  was  born_ in  niblin  and  educated  at  the  Froebel-muc-ational  Institute,   Iflndon,   Badminton  School,   Bristol,   and  Somervillo

College.        She  has  been  a  Fellow  of  St  Anne.a,   Oxford,   since  1948  and
ari  Honorary  Fellow  Since  1963.       In  1956  she  married  John  Bayley  and
lives  in  Oxford.       Her  previous  novels  include  Under  the  Net;     The
Flight   froi'ri  the  mchanter.   The  Sandcastle,   The  Bell,   AEEVEFed  HEId,

nicol`n,        e       aianGil`l,   The     e     all         e-

a:-eE;6Thfo:::= ;r±:ee , A£==n: : s:£=Ba:r _  :s e°a=::5+¥t-;iFi;dolt::
prize) , Defeat,   An  Accidental  Man.

ELizabeth  Mavor  was  born  in  Glasgow  and  educated  at  St  Leonard' s  ,SOL.J.ool,
St  Andrews  Scotland  and  St Anne'§  College,   Oxford.       She  i6  married  to
the  artist  Haro  Hodson  and  has  two  chi.1dren.       One  of  her  great  i`j|e,,sul`es
is  to  travel  round  nirope.       She  lives  near  Oxfor`d  and  is  a  Mcimber  oi-  the
local  Parish  Council  and  the  .Parochial  Church  Council  as  well  as  I`unriinf.;
the  local  Wolf  Cubs.       Hel`  previous  novels  include
Greenhouse, The   Tol,I le  of  Flora  and  Redoubt.

J.  G.  Farrellri.fle  abroad.

Sum,Her   in   the

was  born  in  Liverpool  but  has  Spent  a  good  deal  of  his
•He   spent   two  years   in  New  York  on  a  Harkn¢`ss  Felloi.rs:rii]

and  has  lived  fol`  long  periods  in  France  and  Ireland  whel`e  he  spent  much
of  his  childhood  as  well  a6  tl`avelling  widely  in  Mexico,   Moroccc)  ancl  the
Canadian  Arctic.       He  also  spent  solne  time  in  India  researching  the
back6rround  for his  novel  The  Sie e  of  Krishna ur.        His  previouE;  ncjvels
include  A  Man  from  Elsewhere, Trfe  Lung, A  Girl  in  the  Head  and  Troubler;.
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