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We would be prateful if all journalists attending the Stationers
Tall recention would make this o verbal cubargo until the announcoenent
is made officinlly, when the Rt. lon. liiss Jennie Lec will nresent 1
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prize, so that the surprige clement will be as great as possible.

BOOKER PRIZE

The winner of the second £5,000 Booker Prize for fiction is Bernice
Iubens for her novel 7“1he Blected licither. This anhouncenent was made
by David llolloway on the evening of 21 april in the Stationers!' Iall
at a reception to celebrate the event at which the t. lon. lidss Jennie
Lee presented liiss Rubens with a trophy and a cheque for {5,000,

00 boolks were considered by the judges, David Holloway (Chairman),
Lady Antonia Fraser, Dame Rebecca West, Ross liiggins and Professor
Richard lloggart, who released a short-list of six contenders a nonth
ago: A.L. Barker (John Brown's Body), Elizabeth Bowen (#£va Trout),
Iris liurdoch (Bruno's Dream), DBernice Rubens (Ihe Elected lMember),
Willian Trevor (IIrs. EBckdorf in O'Neills Hotel) and ‘l'erence heeler
(The Conjunction).

David Ilolloway said on behalf of the judges:

"Tt was not the reputation of the writer, but the dquality of the booi.
that mattered. Ior this reason we have passed over a first novel of
grent promise by Terence Wheeler, and books by three women writcrs of
accomplishment in their very different ways, whose work has been widely
acclaimed over many years - A.,L. Barker, Elizabeth Bowen and Iris
Jlurdoch. This left us with a winner and a clear rumer-up. In many
years, I am sure, William Trevor's MNrs. Bckdorf in O'Neill's ffotel
would have run away with the prize. It is a work of great quality -
tremendously funny and deeply understanding of the ways of the Irigh.
But this year the judges unanimously decided that the prize should go
to ‘The IZlected llember by Dernice abens.

"lere was a book that clamoured to be given the prize. It tool: hold
of the judges' imaginations and quite simply would not be denicd.
Althoush the author has given it a very exact and much-detailed baclk-
(*,1*01111(1“01‘ 1ife in the Jewish community oi the East End of London, the
problem that it is discussing so brilliantly is universal.

"Mis is obviously not the place to review this boolt but merely to
record our admiration for a great achievement, very nuch in the besi
iradition of the Inglish novel and we are u.).nvincod a very worthy
winner of this dimportant and valunble prize.

Lornice lwbens, who at Llhe present time writes and directs docwuentary
films on welfare subjects and recently won an award for her film stress,
ie the author of three previous novels. oshe is married to “()V\,j_j“;]:”-gl—,:(,
and wine merchant 'adolph Nassauer and has two dauphters.
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