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Introduction: What is Blasphemy?:

The protection of human righfsfdepends upon the principles of the Even though there is no universal consensus on
inherent dignity and equality of all human beings and it is the -

obligation of all Member states of the United Nations to take effective ;Vehf?:iﬁzﬁc;rr:ydgr?z;:::ss :Zﬁ gki)clﬁngsgki :1:3 many
measure to promote universal respect and fundamental freedom for all, national and in’rerna’rion;ll legal documents has
without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion. helped a bit in understanding the concept of

In some countries where religion plays a prominent role, there are fen- blasbhemy. In a policy brief published by the
dencies to protect the dominant or state religion from blasphemy as is Freel:c)iom K’o o ir': 20170 | wa"; e +Ka+ -

the case in many Muslim countries including Pakistan, Indonesia,
7 3 reported cases, the blasphemy laws lacked clear

Nigeria efc. . . :
According to a study published in 2011 by PEW research and precise definition which made them prone to

centre, 59 countries prohibited the conduct of blasphemy manipulation and arbitrary application.
as of mid-2009, where 44 of them enforced the laws.

Pakistans Blasphemy Laws and their effects on Minorities:
Pakistans blasphemy laws are inconsistent with the international human rights standards and restrict the freedom of
religion. Two of the five anti-blasphemy codes, referred to as Martial Law Ordinance XX, explicitly target by name the
activities of Ahmadi Muslims and virtually any public act of worship, devotion, or propagation by an Ahmadi Muslim can
be treated as a criminal offense punishable by fine or a three-year jail term (in the case of Ordinance XX) or death
(in the case of Section 295-C) .

In 2010, the laws garnered wider global attention when Asia Bibi,
a Christian, was sentenced to death for a trivial offense, and two
senior government officials within Pakistan, Salman Taseer, the
governor of Punjab, and Shahbaz Bhatti, the minister of minorities
affairs, were subsequently assassinated for voicing their
condemnation of the laws and support for Bibi.

Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), has made attacking blasphemy its raison d'etre. They routinely
group Ahmadi Muslims and Christians as “infidels” who insult Islam.

In 2010, TTP claimed responsibility for the massacre of 86 Ahmadi Muslims in Lahore.

In 2013, TTP and its affiliates were linked to the massacre of 127 Christians in Peshawar.

. INSTITUIONALIZED PESECUTION OF . . TE
--------------------- MINORITIES Extra Judicial Kllllngs Before
Rise in Blasphemy . | . o and After the Law was Passed
L /(72 Cases registered against Minorities
Infroduction of Law gJe ‘ There were 2 cases of Exira Judicial kilings from 1946-1987 as compared
200 ere were Z Cases O eXIrc JICIAl KNGS [ram 1340-130/ As compare
in 1987 5 2 A) offofal cases OgOIﬂST [0 57 cases of Extra Judicial Killings affer the law was passed from 1987-
--------------------- @) f Iafion HESEN
10N
Exponential Trend of 4 A) O [PORAICIC 6
O radicalization over past 33 2
100 few years MUSLIMS 7
2014 was an alarming ] LN Killings before new laws 5
year with more than 90 Only 2 cases of Extira Kilings affer the new laws
. cases ]87 Judicial Kilings before
: g - the Blasphemy Laws he narrative
Increases in cases since 1987 o Source: CRSS, HRCP CHRISTIANS 494 were infroduced gghi:‘:gr%ge
B 9o0-94 M'9599 [M'00-04 [ '05-09 [ '10-14 and NCJP ALl AHMADIS surrounding the law

has resulfed in an
alarming increase
N extra judicial
killings

Comparison of
Blasphemy Accusations
from 1927-1986 and 1987-

2014 Research Benifits, Implications and Future work

This research will critically determine the gaps present between the Pakistani
laws and its international human rights obligations and will then provide
possible solutions to the problem. The idea raised through this research will be
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to put forward the argument that it is necessary and important for the
government of Pakistan to repeal and/or amend these blasphemy laws in order
to fully comply with its international human rights law obligations.
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