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Sharing and commenting on student ideas 
 
From Teaching Online Open Course (TOOC) 2014 

	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

What is it? 
 
A shared Google 
presentation allows learners 
to pool their individual ideas 
and get others to comment 
on them 
 
 
How does it 
work? 
Students add their ideas on 
a slide to the same Google 
Presentation. Students can 
be asked to evaluate others’ 
ideas or contribute.  
 
 
Used on TOOC (open course in teaching online) to generate ideas about online 
icebreakers and to actually use those icebreakers, so it functions both as socialisation 
and as a subject-related activity. It's also a fun and easy way of getting people to play 
around with Google presentations, which TOOC uses later for group work. 
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Make your own adventure 
 
Eg  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DcJFwy7KPBA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

 
What is it?  
 
Creating a Youtube video with hot-spots 
which determine what gets shown next.  
 
 
 
How does it work? 
 
Students (or you) create a video with a number of decision points that affect the next 
stage of action. Could be people's responses, or a graphical representation. 
 
Enables group-working on a shared artefact at a distance; could be used for technical 
descriptions as well as case study analysis 
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Managing a marking exercise remotely 
 
Eg  http://vlecture.brookes.ac.uk/p34d7wj7xh0/ 

 
What is it?  
 
Using a webinar (Adobe Connect) to 
talk through marking criteria and 
using a separate layout to run a 
series of polls evaluating sample 
essays. 
 
 
How does it work? 
In a webinar the cohort talk through 
the essays in relation to each of the 
marking criteria. Students vote on 
the mark they would award each essay on each of the criteria, then overall.  
 
In this case the polls started off set to secret, and results were shared when most 
students had filled them in, to avoid influencing responses.  
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Commentaries on contemporary issues 
 
From 2nd Year UG Publishing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	
  
	
  
	
  

 
What is it?  
 
Each week, students are asked to write a 
short blog posts of around 400 words on the 
lecture topic (or a subject of their own 
choosing relating to the topic) relating it to 
current issues. 
 
How does it work? 
Students publish their blog posts each week, 
and peer assess each other’s work based on different criteria each week (Intended 
audience/Structure/Analysis/Interpretation of data/Critical evaluation of sources/De 
Bono thinking hats etc). They have all semester to continuously edit and improve 
each blog before the final deadline in week 10. 
  
In this instance, the module leader has agreed with students to make these blogs 
public because students are then more conscientious of the quality of the work that 
goes live. They love using the analytics to track how many people have commented 
on their posts. Occasionally their work has been picked up for republishing via the 
student newspaper and industry blogs. 
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Embedding videos in ebooks 
 
 

 
What is it?  
 
Mixing text, graphics and video in an ebook. 
This enriches the reading experience, 
enabling learners to read about a topic and 
play a video to hear or see further 
explanation 
 
 
How does it work? 
 
Moodle books and Apple iBooks allow you 
to embed video and graphics to display alongside text. Not currently possible in all 
forms of ebook. 
 
 


