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what does it mean to be a refugee?

areas of concern
conflict zone
movement of refugees

1% of world population is forcibly displaced
(UNHCR, 2020a)

79.5

26

million forcibly displaced people globally

million refugees

(UNHCR, 2020a)

(UNHCR, 2020a)

of refugees are hosted in countries 
neighbouring their country of origin

(UNHCR, 2020a)

80%

17 million people live in some kind 
of camp or encampment today

(Agier, 2019)

refugee
“someone who is unable or unwilling to return to 

their country of origin owing to a well-founded 
fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, 

religion, nationality, membership of a particular 
social group, or political opinion”

(UNHCR, 1951)



existing refugee shelters

UNHCR
lightweight emergency tent
2002 - present

UNHCR & IKEA Foundation
Better Shelter
2015 - present

£75
41.5kg
16.5m²

hosts 4-5 people
2 windows

2 vents 
designed to

last 1 year

figure 1. Australia for UNHCR. 2016.

figure 2. Better Shelter. 2015.

 £1025
160kg

17.5m²
4 windows

4 vents
hosts 5 people

solar powered lamp
lockable door

easily assembled by 
group of 4 in 5-6 hours 

without need for electricity
designed to last 3 years 
with basic maintenance 

NGOs

local aid 
organisations

governments

(UNHCR, 2012)



approaching a sensitive situation

needs based approach

imposed standardisation which 
answers to general, immediate 

needs in no specific location for 
no specific people

physical

what are we lacking?

we need external 
forces to deliver 
services for us

what are our weaknesses?

answers to specific communal or 
individual needs by understandng 

and building on existing social 
and cultural influences

asset based approach

what do we already have that we 
can celebrate and improve upon?

let’s recognise and restore positive 
aspects of our community!

what encompasses our culture, 
traditions, heritage, geography?

psychological

individual

traditions

social

cultural

economical

community



NGOs

local aid 
organisations

governments

types of refugee camp

top-down

‘built for everyone,
 yet for no-one’

bottom-up

NGOs

local aid 
organisations

governments

(Katz, 2017, p.5)



figure 4. Calderwood, I. 2015.

figure 3. Aljazeera. 2016.

figure 5. Huguen, P. 2016.

2015 - 2016
hosted 10,000 
residents at its peak

everyday life

Calais, France

bare life

entrance

commercial street

container camp

first aid
permanent tents

medical aid

calais

port

ferry terminal
security 
fence

eurotunnel

jungle

(Agier, 2019)

the Jungle



Jordan

2012 - present
hosts 80,000 
residents

residents appropriating, 
despite formed from top down

amman

jordan

syria

(UNHCR, 2020b)

zaatari
15

km

Zaatari

figure 6. Himes, R. 2013. figure 7. Public Domain. 2018. 



the role of the refugee

built quality

motivation

durabilitycreativity

thermal performance

expert knowledge

pride

identity

responsibility

ownership

self-determination

culture

NGOs

local aid 
organisations

governments



when does a shelter become a home?

activities that make up everyday life

sports events

transport conferences

shops

waste management

cultural events

verandas courtyards

hospitals

schools

religious buildings

parks



how can we adopt a more humane response?

urgency of 
refugee crisis

+ =

architects 
posessing skills 
& knowledge to 

design sustainable 
solutions

moral obligation 
to provide safe, 

workable, humane 
responses to this 

ongoing crisis



references figures
Agier, M. 2019. The Jungle: Calais’ Camps and Migrants. Cambridge: Polity 
Press. 

Katz, I. 2017. Between Bare Life and Everyday Life: Spatializing Europe’s 
Migrant Camps. Architecture Media Politics Society. 12(2): 1-20.

UNHCR. 1951. Convention and Protocol: Relating to the Status of Refugees. 
Geneva: UNHCR.

UNHCR. 2012. Core Relief Items Catalogue. [online] Available 
at: https://cms.emergency.unhcr.org/documents/11982/45957/
Core+Relief+Items+Catalogue/f323c300-83e8-4238-960b-8701fccca5e0 
[Accessed on 23 November 2020]

UNHCR. 2020a. Figures at a Glance. [online] Available at: https://www.unhcr.
org/figures-at-a-glance.html [Accessed on 24 August 2020]

UNHCR. 2020b. Zaatari Refugee Camp Fact Sheet. [online] Available at: 
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/76487.pdf [Accessed 
on 3 December 2020]

figure 1. Australia for UNHCR. 2016. Nobody Left Outside: UNHCR’s 
Spectrum of Shelter Solutions. [image] Available at: https://medium.com/@
australiaforunhcr/nobody-left-outside-unhcrs-spectrum-of-shelter-solutions-
f64c904bb0e7 [Accessed on 6 December 2020]

figure 2. Better Shelter. 2015. Better Shelters at a transit camp on the Greek 
island of Lesbos. [image] Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/
artanddesign/2017/jan/27/why-ikea-flatpack-refugee-shelter-won-design-of-
the-year [Accessed on 20 December 2020]

figure 3. Aljazeera. 2016. France to dismantle remaining Calais jungle ‘in 
one go’. [image] Available at: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/09/06/
france-to-dismantle-remaining-calais-jungle-in-one-go/ [Accessed on 5 
October 2020]

figure 4. Calderwood, I. 2015. Christmas in the Jungle [image] Available 
at: https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3374028/Christmas-Jungle-
Heartbreaking-pictures-desperate-conditions-facing-children-6-000-
migrants-stuck-Calais-camp-dream-new-life-UK.html [Accessed on 18 
October 2020]

figure 5. Huguen, P. 2016. Camp d’Accueil Provisoire in 2016. [image] 
Available at: https://www.ladepeche.fr/article/2016/02/17/2279072-jungle-
calais-vaincre-reticences-accelerer-departs-bidonville.html [Accessed on 20 
December 2020]

figure 6. Himes, R. 2013. The design of refugee shelters through innovation. 
[image] Available at: https://rnh3bc.wordpress.com/2013/10/09/creating-
comfort-the-design-of-refugee-shelters-through-innovation/ [Accessed on 4 
January 2021]

figure 7. Public Domain. 2018. Aerial view of Zaatari refugee camp. [image] 
Available at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zaatari_refugee_camp#/media/
File:An_Aerial_View_of_the_Za’atri_Refugee_Camp.jpg [Accessed on 29 
December 2020] 


