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“Day in the Life”
Instructions

These formed part of Round 3 of the pen-pal correspondence and were included in the email message containing the other questions sent to each student.

One of Thema’s aims is to obtain a picture of the different technologies that students use. You’ve already told us (in the online survey) about the ones you use; however, we would also like to get a picture of when - and how - you use different technologies over the course of a day.

So, we’d like to ask you to describe a real day in your life. You can choose any day, but preferably one in which you’re out and about having classes, going to libraries, labs etc. The format of it is also up to you: you can produce a narrative piece of writing, a list of bullet points, or even a table (use the one attached if it will help).

We don’t need an extensive hour-by-hour account - just a summary of your main activities, both in connection with your work and in other aspects of your life, especially the ones which involve the use of technology.

These are the sorts of things that we’d like to know for each activity:

· What you do (e.g. get up, attend seminar, go to library, have lunch, phone friend, check email)

· When you do it (e.g. 7.30am, 9-10am. 11-12.30, 1pm.)

· The purpose of doing it (e.g. “to prepare for presentation tomorrow” - but only if relevant. It’s obvious that you have to get up in the morning and need to eat at lunchtime!)

· Where you do it (e.g. home, department, tutor’s office, cafe)- Who you’re with (e.g. classmate(s), friend(s), tutor. NB don’t mention people by name.)

· Any technology that you use in the activity or have with you (e.g. own laptop, departmental PC, library PC, mobile phone, experimental apparatus. Include also any Websites or programs that you use - e.g. Word, Google, SPSS, email)

· Anything else you want to say about the activity - whether it’s usual/unusual, whether the technology works (or not!) etc.

Try to be honest, but don’t feel that you have record everything in minute detail. Also, don’t worry about writing style. And of course, we’ll treat your information in strict confidence.

At the end, tell us whether it was a typical day for you. Or is there no such thing as a “typical” day in the life of a Master’s student?
“Day in the life” record
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